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Curate's Corner ... 
 
 

Dear Friends 
 

It’s rather strange having to write a newsletter with so little, 
well, news at the moment; I can usually find something I’ve 
done in the last couple of weeks, or something on our 

common liturgical journey to talk about in these letters.  
But underneath this unusual pattern of repetitive life the 

church’s calendar ticks on, marking the days between 
Easter and Pentecost.  We’re now in the week after the 4th 

Sunday after Easter, and we’ve arrived at one of my 
favourite collects: 
 

O ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst order the unruly wills 
and affections of sinful men; Grant unto thy people, that 

they may love the thing which thou commandest, and 
desire that which thou dost promise; that so, among the 
sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts may 

surely there be fixed, where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Those of you who joined me for our Advent course this 
year, in which we read ‘On Teaching Christianity’will know 

that it’s author, St Augustine of Hippo - one of the most 
influential teachers and pastors of the church – is also a 

personal favourite of mine.  The collect above is lifted (in 
spirit) from what is probably his most famous book – 
Confessions – a book so radical, so fresh, so honest and 

heartfelt that it might have been written yesterday, but was 
actually written between the years of 397 and 400 by the 

then bishop of Hippo, a Roman city in north Africa.  
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It’s hard to pin down a genre for Confessions; certainly it is 
autobiographical – it tells the story of the life of Augustine 
from birth until his conversion to Christianity.  But it is not 

just a biography; Augustine through addresses God, the 
book has the form of an enormous prayer, confessing sin – 

and joy – and truth to God, but with moments of prolonged 
and thorough self-examination.  There are moments of 
philosophy – Augustine asks deep questions of what it 

means to have memory, what it means to speak, or think.  
It has moments of profound sadness, particularly his 

feelings after the death of his beloved mother, and 
moments of contemplative joy, the words of the opening 
paragraph particularly resonate; 

 
“to praise you is the desire of man, a little piece of your 

creation.  You stir man to take pleasure in praising you, 
because you have made us for yourself, and our heart is 
restless until it rests in you.” 

 
Eagle eyed readers will have noted the similarity to the final 

petition of the collect in that language; our hearts may 
surely there be fixed.  For Augustine, to rest in God is the 

end of all goodness; to place our hearts and love in the will 
of God through, and in his son Jesus Christ.  As he writes 
later in Confessions; ‘That is the authentic happy life, to set 

one’s joy on you, grounded in you and caused by you.  That 
is the real thing, and there is no other’. 

 
But Augustine was well aware that this was no easy task; 
his Confessions tells us of his journey – and his own 

struggles with desire; “I was an unhappy young man, 
wretched as at the beginning of my adolescence when I 

prayed you for chastity and said: ‘Grant me chastity and 
continence, but not yet.’”  So he came to understand that it 
was not in the power of human will to live up to God’s 

expectations – we couldn’t overcome our fallen nature by 
our own strength of will.  Hence his famous prayer, which 
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was not without controversy; ‘You command continence; 
grant what you command, and command what you will’.  In 
other words, it is with God’s help that we can achieve what 

is asked of us; it is his to grant, and his to command.  So 
we arrive at the first petition of the collect today; Grant 

unto thy people, that they may love the thing which thou 
commandest, and desire that which thou dost promise.  
Without that God given grace for which we pray, we cannot 

hope to place our trust and our love in God. 
 

In any case, during this lockdown we might all have a bit 
more time to read – if you’re wondering what to read next, 
I can only recommend Confessions; it’s a gripping read, and 

thoroughly spiritual. 
 

I wish you every blessing. 
 
Tom 

 

  Erasmus, a good saint when you’re all at sea 

(2nd June) 

Do you like messing about in boats? If so, then you’ll have 
heard of St Elmo’s Fire. It is the light that is sometimes 

seen on mastheads of boats after storms at sea. 
 
St Elmo is another name for St Erasmus, a 

fourth century Syrian bishop who was not 
afraid of violent storms. Legend has it that 

one day when Erasmus was preaching 
outside, a thunderbolt hit the ground right 

beside him. That might have distracted many modern 
bishops, but not Erasmus – he just kept on preaching. His  
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courage won him the respect of sailors, who also had to 
brave the elements of nature in their daily work. He died 
about 300AD 

 
But when Erasmus was made the patron saint of sailors, it 

led to a curious confusion.  His emblem became the 
windlass, a kind of hoist used by many sailors at sea. So far 
so good, but many medieval Christians, seeing the windlass 

emblem, assumed it was some sort of torture instrument. 
They knew that Erasmus had died in the persecution of 

Diocletian, and so concluded that a windlass had been used 
to hoist out his intestines (which it hadn’t). 
 

But no matter – Erasmus was still adopted by another set of 
suffering people. Not only did sailors remember the 

thunderbolt, and look to him, but soon, anyone with gut 
ache as well! 
 

 

   TRINITY SUNDAY: Celebrating our 
God who is Three Persons (7th June) 

 
Trying to explain the doctrine of the Trinity has kept many a 
theologian busy down the centuries.  One helpful picture is 
to imagine the sun shining in the sky. The sun itself – way 

out there in space, and unapproachable in its fiery majesty 
– is the Father. The light that flows from it, which gives us 

life and illuminates all our lives, is the Son. The heat that 
flows from it, and which gives us all the energy to move 
and grow, is the Holy Spirit. You cannot have the sun 

without its light and its heat.  The light and the heat are 
from the sun, are of the sun, and yet are also distinct in 

themselves, with their own roles to play. 
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The Bible makes clear that God is One God, who is disclosed 
in three persons:  Father, Son (Jesus Christ) and Holy 
Spirit. For example: 

 
Deuteronomy 6:4: ‘Hear O Israel, The Lord our God, the 

Lord is one.’ 
 
Isaiah 45:22: ‘Turn to me and be saved… for I am God, and 

there is no other.’ 
Genesis 1:1-2: ‘In the beginning God created…. and the 

Spirit of God was hovering…’ 
Judges 14:6: ‘The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in 
power…’ 

 
John 1:1-3: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in 
the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without 
Him nothing was made that has been made.’ 

 
Luke 24:49 actually manages to squeeze the whole Trinity 

into one sentence.  Jesus tells His disciples: ‘I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 

until you have been clothed with power (the Holy Spirit) 
from on high.’ 
 

In other words, the sun eternally gives off light and heat, 
and whenever we turn to its brilliant light, we find that the 

warmth and life there as well. 
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FOOTPRINT APPEAL 
 

We have been hit by a "perfect storm". Demand for our 

services is on the increase as our clients struggle to deal 
with isolation and more offenders are released early 
because of COVID 19. At the same time, our income has 

fallen dramatically. We have lost the income we get from 
Life Works (our social enterprise that teaches building and 

other skills to get our ex-offenders back into work).  
 
Yet, we continue to save lives - literally.  

 
 A woman fled to the roof of her house to escape a 

violent partner - we called the police who arrested her 
abuser 
  A man, so desperate that he was about to kill 

himself was persuaded to accept help 
We also provide practical and much needed help with food 

parcels, but we are stretched. We have cut our costs to the 
bone, but the phone keeps ringing with desperate calls for 
help. 

 
Since the arrival of COVID 19, we need financial support, 

more than ever, now and in the future. 
If you can, please help us help those in need.  You could 
even ask your friends, who might also be sympathetic, if 

they would consider contributing. 
 

Stay safe and well, 
 

John and Jennie  
 
John Paterson - Footprints Mentor 

Jennie Paterson - Chair of Trustees 
jennie.paterson@gmail.com 

01202 376829 

0790 6457207 

mailto:jennie.paterson@gmail.com
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Christians and the bubonic plague of 
London 

The Reverend Richard Peirson was one of the exceptions.  
Most of the other clergy in the City of London had fled the 
Great Plague in 1665, but Peirson stayed behind to look 

after the parishioners of St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, 
where he was Rector. The parish was densely populated and 

the pandemic was catastrophic. The church’s register 
records 636 burials that year in the month of September 
alone, with 43 interred in one day. 

Houses of infected people were marked with a red cross on 
the door, with occupants kept inside for 40 days. Handcarts 

were pulled along the city streets to cart away the bodies; 
the drivers’ cries of “Bring out your dead”, became etched 
in the memories of subsequent generations. Relatives were 

banned from attending funerals. 
 

The official count numbered 68,596 deaths in London alone, 
but other estimates suggested two or three times that 

number. Bubonic plague – for that is what it was – was 
incurable. Poor people were fatalistic about it but 
complained that even their ‘spiritual physicians’ had 

abandoned them. Clergy of the Church of England were 
often supplanted by non-conformist preachers. 

 
It wasn’t just the St Bride’s Rector who put his life in 
jeopardy by staying at his post. While most wealthy people, 

along with King Charles II and his court, escaped the 
plague-ridden city, Churchwarden Henry Clarke also chose 

to remain at the church. When he succumbed to the illness, 
his brother William took over. William survived for a 
fortnight. 
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Plague cases continued to occur sporadically at a modest 
rate until mid-1666. That year the Great Fire of London 
destroyed St Bride’s Church and much of the City of 

London. It was rebuilt to a design by Christopher Wren, but 
almost obliterated once more in 1940 during World War II 

before being restored yet again. 
 
Today’s Rector, Canon Alison Joyce, says that compared 

with her predecessor Richard Peirson, she has it easy. Like 
everyone else, she is confined by the lockdown rules to her 

Rectory next to the church. But her pastoral work 
continues, and she collates sermons and archive music to 
create a Sunday webcast service. Alison writes, “these days 

it is a ministry of telephone calls, emails and Facetime. I 
offer such practical help and support to the vulnerable as I 

can . . . I keep a candle burning before our main altar and 
continue a ministry of prayer.” 
Alison says she is surprised when people regard the faith as 

a kind of celestial insurance policy against bad things 
happening to them. The first followers of Jesus knew that in 

dedicating their lives to following the crucified and risen 
Christ, their discipleship would take them into the very 

heart of darkness, not away from it. 
She adds, “Hope is no hope at all unless it can engage with 
utter despair and meaninglessness.” 

 
The Ven. John Barton 

 

 

Blessed are the truth-tellers (during the 

pandemic)  

ITV News journalist and presenter Julie Etchingham, a 
practising Christian, has defended the role played by 

journalists during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
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She told the Christians in Media website, “Reporters are 
coming in for a lot of flack for the questions they are asking 

government. But what else are we for?  We all get that this 
is a crisis like no other; that few in government have ever 

had to navigate such a challenge. 
 
“But, if we’re still attempting to function as a democracy in 

the face of this, then scrutiny is clearly crucial.  Many in our 
frontline services and the wider public are demanding 

answers. We are there on their behalf. We don’t always get 
it right. This isn’t a moment to trip people up, but urgently 
to get to the truth.” 

As a Christian who has worked in communications for 
around 50 years, I strongly support Julie Etchingham’s 

view. Now is the time for truth and accuracy to be at the 
centre of all our communications. 
 

So, yes we need to be praying for and supporting the front-
line health service staff, the public health experts, the 

scientists researching vaccines to combat the virus, and the 
key workers keeping our societies running. 

But we also need to be praying for and supporting the men 
and women working in and with the media to publish, 
upload, broadcast and distribute the most accurate 

information, without spin or distortion. 
 

So here is a prayer for the media in these challenging days.  
 
Loving God, 

We pray for everyone working in and with media in these 
challenging times. 

Encourage all who seek to explain and interpret the fast-
changing world around us. 
Embolden the truth-tellers, truth-seekers and fact-checkers. 

Promote coverage that builds our shared humanity and 
where everyone has a voice. 
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Bring clarity where there is confusion 
Bring knowledge where there is speculation 
Bring wisdom and insight when the way ahead seems 

unclear. 
And bring us all to a knowledge of truth that sets us free, 

and helps keep us safe. 
In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St 

Albans, Hertfordshire, and a former communications 
director with the C of E. 
 

 
All in the month of June ... 
 
 

It was: 
 
250 years ago, on 11th June 1770 that English explorer 

Captain James Cook discovered the Great Barrier Reef off 
Australia when his ship ran aground on it and was severely 

damaged. 
 
200 years ago, on 19th June 1820 that Joseph Banks, 

British naturalist, died. He was President of the Royal 
Society for 41 years, developed the Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Kew, into one of the world’s leading botanical gardens. 
 
150 years ago, on 9th June 1870 that Charles Dickens, 

British novelist, died. His books include The Pickwick 
Papers, A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations and David 

Copperfield. 
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SUNDAY READINGS 
           IN JUNE 
 
 
 

 
Sunday 7th June:  Trinity Sunday 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-end 
Compared with the power of God, all nations are 
worthless.  Those who believe in God will grow strong 

through him. 
NEW TESTAMENT:  2 Corinthians 13.11-end 

In his final greetings to his friends at Corinth, Paul 
tells them to aim to live a perfect life in peace and 
God will always be with them. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 28.16-20 
Jesus affirms his continued authoritative presence 

with his disciples in their mission. 
 
Sunday 14th June:  Trinity 1 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Exodus 19.2-8 
The Israelites reach Mount Sinai and Moses goes up 

the mountain to talk with God. 
NEW TESTAMENT:  Matthew 9.v.35-10.8 

The harvest is great, but the labourers are few.  The  

passage then goes on to describe the mission of the 
twelve as they go out in pairs to proclaim the good 

news of the kingdom. 
 

Sunday 21st June:  Trinity 2 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Jeremiah 20.7-13 
Jeremiah denounces his persecutors.  He believes the 

Lord will protect him and bring down those who have 
been against him. 
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NEW TESTAMENT:  Romans 6.1-11 
Paul tells us that as we now understand the grace of 
God and the sacrifice of Jesus we can no longer go on 

sinning. 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10.24-39 

Jesus speaks of being a disciple and not fearing the 
price of that discipleship.  He will acknowlege those 
who acknowledge him and deny those who deny him. 

 
Sunday 28th June:  Trinity 3 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Jeremiah 28.5-9 
Jeremiah condemns the prophet Hananiah as a false 
prophet who is preaching rebellion against God. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  Matthew 10.40-end 
In our reading from Matthew's Gospel, Jesus sends 

out the twelve and states whoever receives them 
also receives him. 

 

 
TO MAKE YOU SMILE ..... 

 
Customer:  “I’ve been ringing you on 0700 2300 for two 

days. Why didn’t you answer?” 
Travel agent:  “Where did you get that number from, sir?” 
Customer:  “It’s there on the door to your Travel Centre.” 

Operator:  “Sir, they are our opening hours.” 
 

Caller (enquiring about legal requirements while travelling 
in France ): “If I register my car in France, do I have to 
change the steering wheel to the other side of the car?” 

 
Then there was the caller who asked for a knitwear 

company in Woven. 
Operator: “Woven? Are you sure?” 
Caller: “Yes, of course. That’s what it says on the label; 

Woven in Scotland.” 
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 Dandelions! 

Many of us actually like dandelions. Their amazingly 
cheerful colour always brings a smile to our faces. The not-

so-neat-and-tidy gardeners among us can simply enjoy 
flowers where they grow. 

 

The name ‘dandelion’ apparently derives 
from ‘dent de lion’ – lions’ teeth, owing to 

the tooth-like shape of its leaves. There 
are many different varieties of dandelion, 
but they all have the toothed leaves 

arranged in a rosette around the single 
flowers, each one made up of up to two 

hundred [yes, really!] tiny florets on a 
smooth stem, that when picked, releases a 
milky substance known as latex. 

 
The golden heads, which close up at night, in wet weather, 

or if picked to go in a vase, give way to the seed-heads we 
all know as clocks. Who cannot remember proclaiming the 
time as a child, having blown the seeds away, counting 

each breath as an hour? And who, if this happened in the 
garden, remembers the reaction of a parent, or 

grandparent, to the efficient dispersal of the seeds all over 
the vegetable patch or flower bed! 
 

In the past, dandelion drinks and 
concoctions have been valued for their 

medicinal powers in combating a 
variety of complaints, and the 
Victorians used to cultivate them in 

order to fill sandwiches with the young 
leaves. Fizzy drinks manufacturers still 

produce a variety known as Dandelion and Burdock, and 
intrepid wine-makers can use the flowers to concoct a 
heady brew. 
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The roots, some say, can be dried and ground up for use as 
a coffee substitute. It is those same roots, long and strong, 

that our grandmothers would water carefully, to the 
amusement of onlookers, in order to pull them up 

completely. 
To many of us, dandelions are one of Nature’s joys. 
 

Kirsty Steele (retired teacher and active church organist) 
 

 

St Sofa’s 

We worship at St Sofa’s now 

Since Covid came to stay 
We don’t dress up or do our hair 

But still we come to pray! 
 

Our Vicar is a clever chap 
A Zoom with his IT 

And so we sit down ev’ry week 

And meet up virtually! 
 

Our Parish Church stands empty 
With praise she does not ring; 

But still her people gather round 

To pray, and praise, and sing! 
 

The virus is a nasty thing 
Yet it has helped us see 

The church is NOT a building 

But folk like you and me! 
 

By Nigel and Carol Beeton 
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Lockdown, you and IT 

How are you getting on with technology?  The coronavirus 
pandemic has driven hundreds of millions of us to use it 

more than ever, as we sit at home in frustrated isolation. 
If you are used to digital meetings and Zoom, it is not a 

problem, but for millions of grandparents wanting to see 
their families, or non-techie people wanting to see their 
friends, it has been quite a learning curve.  So, is there a 

patron saint of computers and electronics and all the 
difficult stuff? 

 
Some people say the patron saint of the 
internet should be Saint Isidore of 

Seville, a Bishop and scholar in the 
Seventh Century who wrote a book called 

Etymologiesor The Origins, in which he 
tried to record everything that was 

known. That seems to be a good basis for 
sainthood, or at least for the internet.  
 

Another candidate is Saint Eligius who lived about the same 
time. He is quite busy already as the patron saint of 

goldsmiths, metalworkers, vets, the Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers (REME), horses and those who work 
with them. His main qualification seems to have been his 

ability to make things. 
 

My suggestion is Zebedee. No, not the character from The 
Magic Roundabout but the father of James and John.  After 
all, consider this: “James the son of Zebedee, and his 

brother John…were in a boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets, and He called them. (Matt. 4:21) 

Ok, it is not the internet, but Zebedee knew about mending 
a net which would have had both good and bad stuff all 
over it. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldsmith
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Certainly, whenever I get in an IT muddle during this 
lockdown, I would welcome any patron saint that was 
willing to help me! 

 
David Pickup 

 

 

MEMORIES OF EVENTS PRECEDING VE DAY 1945 
 

1.9.39 My employer evacuated from the City            
  of London to Harpenden 
 

3.9.39 War declared on Germany – sunny day.               
  Went into lodgings and did not return to 

           living at home until late  September 1946 
 
14.5.40 Anthony Eden announced the formation of           

  the L.D.V. which I joined on the 27th May 
 

27.5.40 Dunkirk evacuation began 
 
25.6.40 France overrun 

 
17.7.41 Joined 51st Light Training Regiment at Catterick 

camp along with two colleagues from work 
 

Jan. 42 Three month motor mechanic course in 
Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth, followed  

 by a months fitters course at Bobington camp 

 
27.5.42 Returned to Catterick camp. 

 
June 42 Posted to the “Knife and Yorkers” (2nd Fife and 

Forfar Yeomanry) at Hove 

 
Aug 42 The regiment moved to Bury St. Edmunds 
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Jan 43 Yorkers sent to Liverpool to go to Middle East, 
but the move was cancelled due to 
the Alamein victory 

 
June 43 Regiment moved to Bridlington to train on the 

Yorkshire Wolds.  This included practising 
water proofing vehicles and testing them by 
driving them into an estuary in Scotland 

 
Mar 44 Moved to Warburg Barracks in Aldershot 

 
12.6.44 Moved to woodland near Gosport 
 

14.6.44 Preparing to move to Normandy 
 

15.6.44 At sea on a tank landing ship 
 
26.6.44 First battle code named “Epsom”.  I was co-

driver in a Sherman tank 
 

18.7.44 “Goodwood” battle.  I was a co-driver in a 
Stuart tank – a smaller version of a  

 Sherman tank used for reconnaissance.  This 
battle was a disaster for the 11th 

 Armoured Division which lost 115 of its 

tanks and more casualties in an aid raid by the 
Luftwaffe 

 
20-28.7.44 Rebuilding of the regiment – my next job 

ammunition truck driver! 

30.7.44 Operational “Bluecoat” – the start of the break 
out from Normandy 

28.8.44 Crossed the Seine at Vernon 
 
31.8.44 Entered Amiens – the Somme 

 
4.9.44 Reached Aalst and then Antwerp 
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20.9.44 Within sight of Nijmegen bridge but could not 

go any further 

 
Nov.44 Still sleeping in the open in Holland so moved 

to Helmond in houses 
 
11.12.44 36 hour leave to Antwerp in hotel 

 
12.12.44 Decided to do a sightseeing walk with others 

  Many chose to go to the Rex cinema which           
  was hit by a V2 rocket and killed 
  242 soldiers on leave and 250 civilians 

 
14.12.44 Regiment moved to Ypres, leaving our  

          tired Shermans to be used elsewhere 
 
20.12.45 I’d only just met my future wife when the           

  regiment was ordered to go to the  
  Ardennes for the “Battle of the Bulge”. The 

  tank crews had to pick up serviceable             
  tanks from a depot in Brussels 

 
14.1.45 Back to Ypres to await new tanks (Comets) 
 

18.2.45 Mary and I become engaged but agree not           
  to marry until the war was over 

 
10.3.45 General Montgomery came to Ypres town           
  theatre and gave us all a good talk about 

  his plans for crossing the Rhine 
 

13.3.45 Our new Comet tanks moved off to the     
          Louvier area on transport 
 

28.3.45 Entered Germany and crossed the Maas   
          and the Rhine all in one day.  The Rhine 
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  was crossed on a 500 yard long pontoon   
          bridge – an engineering wonder.  The 
  place was called Wesel 

 
April 45 Our objective was now the Baltin via                   

  various canal and river crossings and the 
          Holocaust camp of Belsen.  The war  

finished for us speeding along a motorway 

  into Lubeck.  My ammunition truck 
  had served me well from Normandy and   

         was rewarded with a new engine during 
  the occupation. 
 

5.5.45 Sent to the UK on my first leave since            
  March 1944.  The journey home took about 

  4-5 days via various transit camps and   
          transport by truck, battered trains and the 
         ship from Calais to Dover.  The train must 

  have been travelling through Belgium or   
          France on VE Day because I saw  

         celebrating going on in the streets and  
there was not even any drinking water 

        available.  So my memory of VE Day is of 
        arriving home on 9th May when all the  
        celebrations were over!  Nevertheless, you        

  can guess I was still very happy  and thankful 
       to God for seeing me through many     

       difficulties. 
 

Many thanks to Geoff Hayward for his memories of 

VE Day. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Funeral 

 
6th May Alan Horace George Fairman (83) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

MAGAZINE DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for the July issue of the 

Church Magazine is 
Friday 19th June 

 

 
 

 
 
 


