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The Vicar Writes… 
 

Dear Friends 
 

When we need extra material for the magazine, we have a 
subscription to the Parish Pump and I was moved by the 

following letter to magazine editors from Anne Coombes 
and her team at the Parish Pump: 
 

‘April is the cruellest month…’  with these words T.S. Eliot 
opened his modernist masterpiece, The Waste Land, in 

1921.  
 
It was the aftermath of World War I and the Spanish flu 

pandemic. Millions had died. His poem brims with the pain, 
the trauma, the disillusionment and the death of that time.  

 
Now it is April 2020. Eliot could never have imagined that 

nearly 100 years on, April might well become our ‘cruellest 
month’, when trauma and death stalk our land as the 
coronavirus pandemic is forecast to peak.   

 
These are times unparalleled in any of our life experiences. 

In the words of the Psalmist, the ‘foundations are being 
shaken’.   
 

And yet – as Christians we can lift our eyes from the turmoil 
and look up. Psalm 46 is a favourite here at Parish Pump, 

and we’d like to share some verses from it with you now: 
 
‘God is our refuge and strength,  an ever-present help in 

trouble. 
 

'Therefore we will not fear,  though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea… 
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'Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; He lifts His voice, the 
earth melts. 
 

'The Lord Almighty is with us;  the God of Jacob is our 
fortress. 

 
'He says, “Be still, and know that I am God…’ 
 

 
 

I am writing this on the 1st April and hopefully by the time 
you read it we will be emerging into warmer weather and 
perhaps a more normal life.  I have been encouraged by the 

support that our local community has been willing to give 
and perhaps this spirit of goodwill and care for our 

neighbours will be a lasting legacy of this experience. 
 
Andrew 

 
 

CHURCH FINANCES 
 

You can imagine that as we are not meeting at the moment 

our weekly collections have taken a hit.  We are also not 
getting any income from the car park or hall bookings.  Our 
Ministry Share which we pay to the Diocese is around 

£6,000 a month and so we are struggling at the present 
time.  If you pay by weekly envelopes and are able to get to 

the post box then please send them to me at 14 Flaghead 
Road, Poole, BH13 7JW.  Please do not send cash in the 

envelopes, but a cheque payable to the Church of the 
Transfiguration.  Alternatively you can pay by Standing 
Order or keep your envelopes until we meet again.  Please 

contact me for bank details and any other questions. 
Andrew (01202 700341) 
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Julian of Norwich, a voice from a distant cell 

Many years ago, studying English literature at university, I 
was intrigued to be introduced to the work of Julian of 

Norwich. She was writing at the end of the 14th century, 
when our modern English language was slowly emerging 

from its origins in Anglo-Saxon and Middle English. 
 
Our lecturer was mainly concerned with her importance in 

the history of the language (she was the first woman, and 
the first significant writer, to write in English). But I was 

more intrigued by the ideas she was expressing. She was 
an anchoress – someone who had committed herself to a 
life of solitude, giving herself to prayer and fasting. St 

Julian’s, Norwich was the church where she had her ‘cell’. 
 

Her masterpiece, Revelations of Divine Love, reveals a 
mystic of such depth and insight that today up and down 

Britain there are hundreds, possibly thousands, of ‘Julian 
Groups’ who meet regularly to study her writings and try to 
put them into practise. 

 
She is honoured this month in the Lutheran and Anglican 

Churches, but although she is held in high regard by many 
Roman Catholics, her own Church has never felt able to 
recognise her as a ‘saint’. This is probably because she 

spoke of God as embracing both male and female qualities. 
Revelations is an account of the visions she received in her 

tiny room, which thousands of pilgrims visit every year. 
 
Her most famous saying, quoted by T S Eliot in one of his 

poems, is ‘All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 
manner of thing shall be well.’ These words have brought 

comfort and strength to many a soul in distress. 
 
Rev'd Canon David Winter 
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From ‘live’ in the pulpit to virtual and 

streaming 

Not being able to go to church is causing an awful lot of 
people to ‘go’ to church. 

 
It started in late March, when the Archbishop kicked off with 

the first ever national virtual service, recorded in the crypt 
chapel of Lambeth Palace. It was seen or heard by an 
estimated five million people. That figure included one 

million streaming on Facebook, and about two million tuned 
in to the 39 BBC local radio station broadcasts and BBC 

Radio 4 Sunday Worship combined. The Facebook post had 
a further reach of two million and nearly 30 per cent of 
those watching online were under the age of 34. 

That compares with average of 871,000 people attending 
services and acts of worship each week in 2018, the latest 

figures that are available. 
 
And the Archbishop was not alone – for on the same 

morning hundreds of churches and cathedrals that also had 
their first try at livestreaming services.  Some attracted 

several thousand viewers on the stream and playback.  As a 
spokesperson for the Church of England said: “The 
Archbishops said that church would have to be reimagined. 

Across the country, local congregations did just that.” 
 

The second virtual national worship service (29th March) 
was led by the Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu and 
recorded on an iPad in the drawing room of Bishopthorpe 

Palace. After opening with a traditional Ugandan call to 
prayer, which he delivered on drums, the Archbishop turned 

to Ezekiel, encouraging everyone to trust God in our current 
situation. 
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In a reference to the passage in Ezekiel – which recounts 
the prophet’s vision of a valley of dry bones, the Archbishop 
told the virtual congregation: “At this present time of 

COVID-19 we are, as it were, set in death in exile. 
 

“I believe the Sovereign Lord who knows it all by the Spirit 
who raised Jesus from the dead to life eternal, the life 
creating power of God will bring us out of exile – out of the 

valley of death. Sovereign Lord we look to you to deliver 
us.” 

 
(We at the Transfiguration have been streaming our service 
from Sunday 29th March at 10.30 am.  If you would like to 

join us go to the church website www.transfigchurch.org.uk 
and click on Worship and then the link and it will take you 

to YouTube.) 
 
 

 

2020 WHO Year of the Nurse 

 

When the WHO (World Health Organisation) decided to 
make 2020 the Year of the Nurse and Midwife, they based it 

on the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth on 
12th May 1820. 
 

But with the arrival of the coronavirus, it is a remarkably 
apt year to celebrate all that nurses do for us. 

As the ICN (International Council of Nurses) says: “All 
around the world, nurses are working tirelessly to provide 

the care and attention people need, whenever and wherever 
they need it. Nurses are central to the delivery of health 
care; nurses are making an invaluable contribution to the 

health of people globally.” 
 

Nursing as a vocation goes back to the Early Church. When 
plague struck the Roman world in the third century, it was 

http://www.transfigchurch.org.uk/
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Christians who tended the sick and dying, often at great 
personal cost. Their self-sacrifice made a huge impression 
on Roman society.  Centuries later, in medieval Europe, it 

was the monastic orders that provided health care. 
 

Still centuries later, during the Crimean War (1853-56) 
Florence Nightingale saved thousands of lives when she 
transformed the field hospitals, hugely improving the 

standards of care for wounded and dying soldiers. 
 

In fact, Florence Nightingale 
deserves the credit for establishing 
the modern profession of nursing 

and its structures of training. 
Although of course medical science 

has advanced since her time, the 
basic ethos of nursing care remains 
today close to Nightingale’s vision. 

 
Nursing is frequently described as a 

vocation, and it is one to which 
many Christians are called. Nightingale wrote of being 

‘called’ by God, after having had a vivid religious conversion 
as a teenager.  Writing in February 1837, she stated: “God 
has spoken to me and called me to His Service.” 

 
Four years before going to Crimea, she studied at a 

Lutheran religious community in Germany which trained 
deaconesses in medical skills, nursing, and theology.  Many 
of the ideas that Nightingale adopted for her nurses came 

from that religious community. 
 

Thus, Nightingale’s training programme was not solely 
devoted to secular medical sciences. Her student nurses 
were required to attend chapel, and her nurses read prayers 

on the wards. 
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Nightingale wrote many letters of spiritual encouragement 
to her students. To one, she wrote that Christ considered it 
an “honour to serve the poorest and the meanest… He will 

not give His crown except to those who have borne His 
cross… Enduring hardship is what He encourages and 

rewards.” 
 
The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally trained 

and worked as a nurse before being appointed to senior 
positions in the Health Service. She was Chief Nursing 

Officer for England between 1999 to 2004. 
 
She says: “I became a Christian as a teenager and wanted 

to follow Christ with my whole life.  Rather than having two 
careers, I have had one vocation: to follow Jesus Christ, to 

know Him, and to make Him known.” 
 
Certainly, of all the professions, nursing has one of the 

strongest claims to being rooted in the Gospel. Christian 
nurses implicitly witness to Christ in caring for others. 

 
 

 

THE VOYAGE OF HMS BEAGLE 
 

Two hundred years ago, on 11th May 1820, the British 

Royal Navy sloop HMS Beagle was launched. It was the ship 
that took Charles Darwin on the voyage around the world 

between 1831 and 1836 that led to his putting forward the 
theory of Evolution. 

 
HMS Beagle was one of 100 ships of its class, known as 
coffin brigs because they handled badly and were prone to 

sinking. But its captain on Darwin’s voyage, Robert FitzRoy, 
made some critical changes to its superstructure and 

weaponry. 
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This was the second voyage of the Beagle; the first had 
resulted in the suicide of its depressed captain. FitzRoy was 
able to recruit Darwin, who was intending to be a 

clergyman, though he had recently graduated as a 
naturalist, as someone of a like mind who could be relied 

upon to research geology and natural history ashore. 
The voyage lasted five years instead of the intended two, 
and Darwin became famous after publishing his journal, 

usually known as The Voyage of the Beagle, which was an 
intriguing travelogue as well as hinting at Darwin’s theories 

on species. 
 
The ship itself was believed lost, but in 2004 its remains 

were thought to have been located beneath an Essex 
marsh. 

 
Tim Lenton 
 

 

What is the Corona virus really teaching 
us? 

 
I’m a strong believer that there is a spiritual purpose behind 

everything that happens, whether that is what we perceive 
as being good or being bad. 
 

As I meditate upon this, I want to share with you what I 
feel the Corona/Covid-19 virus is really doing to us: 

 
1) It is reminding us that we are all equal, regardless of our 

culture, religion, occupation, financial situation or how 
famous we are. This disease treats us all equally, perhaps 
we should to. If you don’t believe me, just ask Tom Hanks. 

 
2) It is reminding us that we are all connected and 

something that affects one person has an effect on another. 
It is reminding us that the false borders that we have put 
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up have little value as this virus does not need a passport. 
It is reminding us, by oppressing us for a short time, of 
those in this world whose whole life is spent in oppression. 

 
3) It is reminding us of how precious our health is and how 

we have moved to neglect it through eating nutrient poor 
manufactured food and drinking water that is contaminated 
with chemicals upon chemicals. If we don’t look after our 

health, we will, of course, get sick. 
 

4) It is reminding us of the shortness of life and of what is 
most important for us to do, which is to help each other, 
especially those who are old or sick. Our purpose is not to 

buy toilet roll. 
 

5) It is reminding us of how materialistic our society has 
become and how, when in times of difficulty, we remember 
that it’s the essentials that we need (food, water, medicine) 

as opposed to the luxuries that we sometimes unnecessarily 
give value to. 

 
6) It is reminding us of how important our family and home 

life is and how much we have neglected this. It is forcing us 
back into our houses so we can rebuild them into our home 
and to strengthen our family unit. 

 
7) It is reminding us that our true work is not our job, that 

is what we do, not what we were created to do.  Our true 
work is to look after each other, to protect each other and 
to be of benefit to one another. 

 
8) It is reminding us to keep our egos in check. It is 

reminding us that no matter how great we think we are or 
how great others think we are, a virus can bring our world 
to a standstill. 

 
9) It is reminding us that the power of freewill is in our 
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hands. We can choose to cooperate and help each other, to 
share, to give, to help and to support each other or we can 
choose to be selfish, to hoard, to look after only our self. 

Indeed, it is difficulties that bring out our true colors. 
 

10) It is reminding us that we can be patient, or we can 
panic. We can either understand that this type of situation 
has happened many times before in history and will pass, or 

we can panic and see it as the end of the world and, 
consequently, cause ourselves more harm than good. 

 
11) It is reminding us that this can either be an end or a 
new beginning. This can be a time of reflection and 

understanding, where we learn from our mistakes, or it can 
be the start of a cycle which will continue until we finally 

learn the lesson we are meant to. 
 
12) It is reminding us that this Earth is sick. It is reminding 

us that we need to look at the rate of deforestation just as 
urgently as we look at the speed at which toilet rolls are 

disappearing off of shelves. We are sick because our home 
is sick.  

 
13) It is reminding us that after every difficulty, there is 
always ease. Life is cyclical, and this is just a phase in this 

great cycle. We do not need to panic; this too shall pass. 
 

14) Whereas many see the Corona/Covid-19 virus as a 
great disaster, I prefer to see it as a *great corrector* 
 

 
It is sent to remind us of the important lessons that we 

seem to have forgotten and it is up to us if we will learn 
them or not.  
 

(article submitted by Tessa Yeoman.  It was sent to her by 
a friend in Canada) 
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GRANDMOTHERS 
 
Grandmothers come 

in all shapes and sizes 
they're often quite cuddley 

and big on surprises. 
They light up their eyes 
whenever you call, 

and tell you you've grown 
when you've not grown at all! 

They let you do things 
that your Mum says you can't, 
tell off your Dad 

and your Uncle and Aunt. 
They remember the old days 

and teach you their games, 
but sometimes get muddled 
and mix up your names. 

They wear jogging suits, 
and go to Keep Fit, 

and dance to old records 
and know how to knit. 
Their faces have smiles 

in between all the creases, 
and if you're in trouble 

they hug you to pieces. 
 
 

 
(poem donated by Anna Castley) 
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SUNDAY READINGS 
IN MAY 

 

 
 
 

Sunday 3rd May - Easter 4 
NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 2.42-end 

This is a time of solidarity for believers, sharing in 
everything: selling their possessions and distributing 
to all.  The Lord adds to their number daily. 

NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Peter 2.19-end 
If we suffer for doing good then we follow Christ's 

example of suffering.  
GOSPEL:John 10.1-10 

Jesus likens himself to the gate for a sheep pen and 

all who go through it will be saved and have a full 
life.  

 
Sunday 10th May - Easter 5 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Genesis 8.1-19 

After the global destruction of chapter 7, Genesis 8 
 begins with a comforting statement.  God 

 "remembered Noah".  The same God who wiped out 
all of humanity and every kind of animal, now turns 
and treats those he has saved with compassion and  

care.  
NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 7.55-end 

Full of the Holy Ghost, Stephen preaches to an 
enraged crowd who stone him.  He kneels down and 

cries to the Lord for their forgiveness. 
 
Sunday 17th  May – Easter 6 

FIRST READING:  Acts 17.22-31 
According to Paul’s sermon in Athens, the mission of 

God’s people is to repent and seek communion with 
the one God who is creator, life giver and judge. 
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NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Peter 3.13-end 

It is better to suffer for doing good than for doing 

evil.  
GOSPEL:  John 14.15-21 

Jesus is at one with God and the Holy Spirit, and 
hence is the very source of faithful witness.  Those 
who obey him will be loved by him and also by God. 

 
Sunday 24th May - Easter 7 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Ezekiel 36.24-28 
This passage from the second half of the book shows 
God's loving restoration of the people of Israel. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 1.6-14 
Before Jesus ascended into heaven he promised the 

disciples they would be empowered to bear witness 
to him on earth and they were told he would return. 

 

 
Sunday 31st May - Pentecost 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Numbers 11.24-30 
Moses passes God's spirit to the seventy elders who 

then prophesy.  They are jealous that Eldad and  
Medad continue to prophesy when they cannot. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 2.1-21 

On the day of Pentecost Joel’s prophesy came to pass 
that the people would be filled with the Holy Spirit 

and would be saved by the Lord. 
GOSPEL:  John 20.19-23 

The disciples who were together and behind locked 

doors encounter Jesus who came and stood among 
them and said "Peace be with you". 
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THE CHALLENGE OF CORONA 
 

We were flying to the moon!  

We were finding life on Mars 
We were dropping bombs with drones,  
We were  getting bigger cars 

 
We were building finer homes,  

Flying out to warmer lands 
       We were busy buying clothes,  
             We were brushing up our tans 

 
We were throwing out good food,  

While we watch the starving poor 
We kept burning fossil fuels,   
And our air became less pure 

 
We were warned by those who know,   

Need to mind our common home 
Need to watch our carbon footprint,  
Try to save our world from doom 

 
      But we didn't want to listen,  

      And we didn't want to hear 
      We just watched TV and tablets,   
      Drank our wine and quaffed our beer 

 
 

Then Corona chose to visit,  
We were all so unprepared 

This wee microscopic virus,   
Has the whole world running scared 
 

So our hands we keep on washing,   
And we are careful where we cough 

We stand 6 feet from our neighbour,   
Cause this virus might jump off. 
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Now we live in isolation,   
While our hearts are full of fear 
Pub and cafes are forbidden,   

And we dare not go to church 
Nursing homes we must not visit,   

Hospitals we have to pass 
 
But this enforced isolation,  

Gives us lots of time to think 
Time to clean the kitchen cupboards,   

Time to make our wardrobe shrink 
 
Could it be that this Corona,   

Is a Blessing in disguise 
Makes us think about our lifestyle,   

Makes us open up our eyes 
 
We thought we were all important,   

Greatest beings on this earth 
So we used it and abused it,   

As if it were ours from birth 
 

But Corona is a challenge,   
Makes us take a different view 
Helps us see what really Matters,   

What is it is we need to do 
 

                              We must watch out for our neighbour,   
                              Doing everything we can 
                              We are all in this together,   

  Let us love our fellow man 
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God is with us every moment,   
Minding us with loving care  
Now we know how much we need him,   

Let us talk to him in prayer 
 

So Corona thanks for coming,   
Truth to tell we needed you 
But don't overstay your welcome,   

That alas will never do. 
 

(written by Sister Maud Murphy SSL and sent to the  
magazine by Grace Martin) 
 

 

 
 

Bluebells 
 

 
They are often treated as the 
messenger of early summer, 

flowering from late spring and early 
summer. Bluebells can be found in 

the countryside from Scotland to 
Lands End providing the conditions 
are right. They prefer neutral soils, 

damp leaf mould and filtered 
sunlight. Their ideal environment is 

beech woods. However they also tolerate very successfully, 
cliff tops and in Cornwall amongst large boulders at sea 
level. At Canford Cliffs the UK native bluebell will be found 

growing with the Spanish bluebell and can interbreed 
successfully. The Spanish bluebell produces its flowers at 

right angles to the flower stem, while the UK flowers hang 
as a bunch. The flowers occasionally may be white or pink.  
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Bluebell seeds can remain dormant for many years then 
germinate when the environment is suitable. There was 
such a situation when the Winchester bypass was 

constructed and a conifer plantation was removed. Several 
years later once the acid pine needles had rotted the area 

became a sea of blue for several years. It is not known how 
long the seeds may remain dormant. For example wild 
poppies can remain dormant for many years such as 

Flanders Fields during and long after the First World War. 
A good place to visit locally to see bluebells is at Pamphill 

woods, with pathways guiding you through the ancient trees 
and bluebells. 
 

Cedric Nielsen 
 

(We've had this article in the magazine before, but I 
thought we'd revisit it just to say we're thinking of you 
Cedric!) 

 
 

COPING IN THE STORM 
 

‘Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, 

‘Quiet! Be still!’ Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm.’ (Mark 4:39).  

What started out for the disciples as a routine trip across 
the Sea of Galilee, ended up with a storm threatening to 

overwhelm their boat! Jesus was asleep in the boat, so little 
wonder they feared for their lives: ‘Teacher, don’t you care 
if we drown?’ (38). Who would have thought two months 

ago that the world would be overwhelmed by the 
Coronavirus pandemic and our lives turned upside down! 

Self-isolating and self-distancing are now part of our daily 
vocabulary, as we live in an uncertain world. What does this 
story say to us in our circumstances? 
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Firstly, we Jesus calmed the storm: ‘He got up, rebuked the 
wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’’(39). He is the 
Lord of the storm and holds our circumstances in His hands. 

We are called to trust, not fear, being assured that He is 
with us to protect us. ‘Why are you so afraid? Do you still 

have no faith?’ (40). Nothing is outside of His control. 

Secondly, despite the calm, the disciples were still terrified: 

‘They were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is this? 
Even the wind and the waves obey Him!’’ (41). Like us, the 

disciples were asking why Jesus, who loved them, had 
allowed the storm to happen! Our circumstances provide us 
with an opportunity to understand more deeply who Jesus 

is. We can’t control Him and we don’t always understand 
His bigger plans for us and His world. We are called to 

overcome fear and insecurity, by living lives of peace, faith 
and hope. How contagious can we be for Jesus in a stormy 
world?  (The Rev'd Paul Hardingham) 

 

TO MAKE YOU SMILE..... 
 

Why Jesus walked on water 

A tourist, planning a trip to the Holy Land, was aghast when 
he found it would cost £50 an hour to rent a boat on the 

Sea of Galilee.  “Goodness,” he objected to the travel agent.  
“In England it would not have been more than £20.” 

“That might be true,” said the travel agent, “but you have 
to take into account that the Sea of Galilee is water on 

which our Lord Himself walked.”“Well, at £50 an hour for a 
boat,” said the tourist, “it’s no wonder He walked.” 
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Matthias, the replacement apostle 
 

If you’re saying to yourself, ‘Who?’ you’ll be in good 
company. May 15th is the feast day of St Matthias the 

Apostle, and in describing him thus we have said just about 
all there is to know about him. He gets just one mention in 
the Bible, in the first chapter of Acts, immediately prior to 

the day of Pentecost, where it tells us that he was elected 
to take the place in the ranks of the twelve apostles 

recently vacated by the betrayer Judas Iscariot. 
 
Eusebius, in the fourth century, says in his history of the 

apostolic era that Matthias was one of the 70 disciples sent 
out by Jesus (Luke 10:1), and that seems reasonable. When 

it was necessary to fill the vacancy among the apostles it 
would be natural to turn to someone who had followed 
Jesus from earlier years, as well as being a witness of the 

resurrection. Two names were suggested and prayed over. 
 

Casting lots to fill vacancies on committees or councils, or 
even to appoint bishops, might seem to us to be rather 
risky. The Victorian preacher Campbell Morgan even 

suggested, that the 11 acted in haste and pre-empted God’s 
choice of Saul (later known as Paul), who at that time was 

busy persecuting the Church, arresting Christians and 
having them thrown into prison. He hadn’t yet travelled the 

Damascus Road. 
 
Be that as it may, Matthias was elected, and for us he can 

stand for all those excellent, consistent, reliable and faithful 
servants of Christ who never make a headline, not even in 

the parish magazine. Yet still he was chosen because he 
could be a ‘witness’, and so are we. 
Let’s salute him on his day – the ‘Unknown Apostle’. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Funeral 
 
 16th March        Terence Hardyman Scott (86) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

 
The deadline for the June issue of the 

Church Magazine is 
Friday 22nd May 


