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The Vicar Writes… 
 

 
Dear Friends 

 
Today, for most of us, Christmas is a frenzied rush.  We 

enjoy it, but the pressures both financial and of family can 
be quite off-putting.  As we experience these pressures let 
us think for a second of Mary and Joseph and what that first 

Christmas was like.  There are similarities, Bethlehem, 
packed out because of the census; a time of frayed tempers 

and smouldering resentment.  Here are Mary and Joseph 
looking for a room and we can imagine the bad-tempered 
rejections, even mockery.  “You’ll never find anywhere in 

this town; we’re bursting at the seams and it will be the 
same everywhere”.   

 
Mary must have been desperate.  Did no one care?  Was no 

one willing to help?  And so, Joseph and Mary, cold and 
weary and with Mary probably in pain, came at last to an 
inn with a difference.  This innkeeper was a man of 

kindness and compassion.  He must have been so busy, 
overwhelmed even, his inn full to overflowing and longing 

for the pressures to ease off.  Yet this man, in the midst of 
his workload, made time to deal with someone in real need.  
He was under the same stress as the other innkeepers, but 

he stopped and he listened – probably the two most 
precious things we can do for each other.  The innkeeper 

was not too busy to care; not too wrapped up in his own 
responsibilities  
to recognise a need, not too rushed off his feet to stop and 

help someone who needed him.  What he did was probably, 
in his own eyes, nothing more than any decent person 

would do, but we know that that night he sheltered God’s  
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own Son.  He gave a haven to the light of the world, a light  
that was to touch every being from that time forward. 

 
The innkeeper did not know how his act of kindness would 

become part of the Advent story for generations to come.  
Nor can we know how God can and does use every kind 
deed to make the world a better place, to bring his kingdom 

of love nearer. “ Whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me”.  The innkeeper 

gave directly to the Son of God without knowing it; we too, 
by our kind actions, are giving to God himself. 
 

Wishing you a peaceful and blessed Christmas. 
 

Andrew, Joanne, Tom and Rebecca 
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ADVENT 

I closed my eyes 

And there it was 

Spread out before me 

A carpet of light and stars and words 

Woven together by nimble fingers 

Playing with the light to make 

A symphony of dancing ideas 

Lighting up my mind 
 

In time and beyond 

An eternity of mystery 

Journeying across the firmament 

To touch so deep within my soul 

A metaphor of promise of  

Love foretold by heralds sent 

Seen by shepherds in highland field 

Felt by kings in learned lands 
 

Far from Israel’s troubled time 

And feared by Herod in fortress fast 

As pyramid of power did invert turn 

To shatter his preening poses 

Exposing the shallowness of men 

The empty arrogance of earthly power 

Who so depart the pilgrim’s path 

That blind they are to 
 

Heaven’s wondrous gift 

A Baby in a manger lay 

Innocent, and wise and pure 

Radiant with humility, compassion, and 

The vibrant promise of Redemption 

Freely given by the Word made flesh 

So powerful that when my eyes 

Do open once again 
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The meaning of this Child 

Is deep within my core 

That when I walk  

Along the path of life 

Beside me gaily playing 

Gambols this Lamb of God 

Leading me and laughing 

To point the way ahead 

‘till when the shadows lengthen 

And home to Thee I tread. 

John McGill. 

 

 

 

WHO IS FATHER CHRISTMAS? 
 

One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season 
is Father Christmas. These days he seems to frequent 

shopping malls and garden centres. If he looks tired, just 
remember that he has been around a long time, and gone 

through a lot of transformations.  
 
Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-

bearded star of the retail trade that he is today. He began 
life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in Patara, an 

important port on the southern coast of what is now Turkey. 
When his parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave 
it away to the poor. He became a bishop of the nearby city 

of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered persecution and 
imprisonment at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. 

 
Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at 

the First Council of Nicaea, which formulated the Creed 
which we still say today. He even, reportedly, slapped 
another bishop in a squabble over the exact nature of the 

Trinity. 
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Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his 
generosity and kindness were just beginning. One enduring 
tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued from certain 

prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries. When the 
father confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should 

thank God alone.  
 
In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, 

who emerged in Victorian times as a jolly-faced bearded 
character. Meanwhile, Dutch and German settlers had taken 

him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt 
Nicklas.  
 

It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great 
breaks into real stardom. The first was when the Rev 

Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal minister, turned 
from his life-work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to 
write a fun poem for his children one Christmas. His ‘The 

Visit of St Nicholas’ is now universally known by its first 
line: ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’. 

 
From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is 

round and pink-cheeked and white-bearded, and that he 
travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack of toys on 
his back. It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St 

Nicholas enters houses down chimneys and fills children’s 
stockings with toys and sweets.  

 
So how did we find out that Father Christmas 
wears red? That was the US Coca-Cola 

advertising campaign of 1931, who finally 
released the latest, up-to-date pictures of 

Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-
trimmed coat and a large belt.  
 

These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer 
and doesn’t have to pay for petrol. In order to get round all 
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the children in the world on Christmas Eve, he will have to 
travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1279 miles 
a second, 6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of 

us who are already exhausted just rushing around getting 
ready for Christmas, that is a sobering thought. 

 
  

 

TOMB OF SANTA CLAUS FOUND! 

 
Turkish archaeologists have found 

what they believe is the likely burial 
place of the original Santa Claus - the 

4th century Bishop St. Nicholas of 
Myra - in the Antalya province of 
Southern Turkey.  Electronic surveys 

have detected an intact temple and 
burial grounds beneath the St. 

Nicholas church in Demre, the 
modern town built on the ruins of 

Myra; experts are now preparing the 
slow work of excavating the site, 
where they believe the bishop was 

buried in 343AD.  St. Nicholas of 
Myra was famed for his generosity to 

children, giving rise over the 
centuries to the Christmas tradition of the gift bringer 
(which in some European countries is still centered on 5th 

December, the eve of St. Nicholas Day).  In Dutch the name 
of St. Nicholas was elided into "Sinterklaas", which among 

Dutch settlers in America became anglicised as "Santa 
Claus".   
 

(an extract taken from The Week, 14th October 2017 and submitted to the 

parish magazine by Beryl Thomas) 
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There’s something about Mary 
 

The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Mary, you have found favour with God. 

You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call Him Jesus. He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give Him 
the throne of His father David, and He 

will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom 
will never end.’ 

‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a 
virgin?’ (Luke 1:30-34) 
 

While it has always been possible to make too much of 
Mary, it has been all too easy to make too little of her. 

Because, even if she is not an object of faith, she is an 
example of faith. And a very real example too. 
 

Her story is elaborated in later Christian literature and art, 
with accounts of her own miraculous birth and childhood, 

accompanied by regular angelic visitations. Annunciation 
scenes sometimes portray Mary as reading Scripture or 
praying, or spinning purple thread for the temple veil – 

none of which is found in the gospels.  
 

Instead, like the fishermen and tax collectors who would be 
called, her heavenly encounter comes in the midst of 
everyday life – as an ordinary Galilean girl engaged to be 

married to Joseph. And, like the rest of us would be, she’s 
surprised and scared by the arrival of Gabriel. 

 
Her response to his message is just as human, and 
wonderfully real. Faced with the increasingly amazing 

announcement – child, then son, then great, then Son of 
the Most High, then king, then eternal – Mary is frozen back 

at step one. A child? She’s young, but she’s not stupid; she 
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knows how babies are made, and she knows she’s not been 
with a man. And so she says: ‘How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?’ No deep theological question. No amazing insight. 

No request for a sign. And no objection: ‘I am the Lord’s 
servant... May your word to me be fulfilled’ (Luke 1:38). 

 
It’s a staggering response. Her reputation would be at 
stake, and her husband-to-be might want nothing more to 

do with her. She will play out something of the scandal of 
the gospel in her very self, and yet consents to do so as a 

servant of the Lord. She believes the word that is spoken to 
her, even if she doesn’t fully understand it, and her trust 
exercises itself in submission. 

 
Then, as her story goes on, faith and obedience will give 

rise to joyful singing and quiet reflection – all appropriate 
responses of ordinary, everyday servants of God since, at 
Christmastime and all times. 
Anthony Billington of the LICC (London Institute for Contemporary 

Christianity) 

 
 

All in the month of December 
It was: 

 
250 years ago: on 22nd Dec 1767 that John Newbery, the 
British publisher, died. He was one of the first to publish 

children’s books, and the first to do so profitably and 
sustainably. Known as the ‘Father of Children’s Literature’, 

the Newbery Medal for children’s literature is awarded 
annually in his honour. Think how much poorer your 
childhood would have been, with your favourite stories! 

 
200 years ago: on 7th Dec 1817 that William Bligh, British 

Royal Navy officer and colonial administrator, died. Best 
known as the captain of HMS Bounty when a historic mutiny 
(the Mutiny on the Bounty) took place in 1789. He was set 
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adrift in a small boat with some of his loyal crew, but 
managed to travel over 4,000 miles without any 
navigational aids to Timor, from where he returned to 

England. It makes our modern need of a Satnav to go even 
20 miles seem a bit pathetic. 

 

 

 

 

 

ROBIN 

 
Red-breasted brightness in drab winter's chill,  
Beady eyes, bold, the gardeners' constant friend; 

Pouting your chest you perch, alone and still, 
Singing blithe carols till the day's terse end. 

Then as the sun dips low, you breast the sky, 
Rising with whirring wings from bare branched trees, 
Fleet feather light.  Down the dark years you fly, 

Seasonal sign, cheering the centuries. 
Legend recounts how, in Spring's Holy Week, 

As Calvary's crown pressed on the Saviour's head, 
You plucked a painful thorn with your sharp beak; 
This act of love stained your brown breast blood red. 

So carol loudly on this Christmas morn, 
Knowing the cross waits for God's son, new born. 

 
      Wendy Fellingham 
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 CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 
 
 

 
 

Fri 1 10.30 am  Coffee Morning in hall 
Sat 2 11.00 am  CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 
ADVENT 1 
 

Sun 3   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Parish Communion 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 
 
Wed 6 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

  2.00 pm  Advent Group in hall 

Thurs 7 10.00 am  Parish Art Group 

Fri 8 10.30 am  Baby Group  
 
ADVENT 2 
 

Sun 10   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Matins (Sunday Club in hall) 
  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 
Wed 13 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

  2.00 pm  Advent Group in hall 
Fri 15 10.30 am  Christmas Coffee 

Morning with carols and 

nibbles 
ADVENT 3 
 

Sun 17   8.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.30 am  Parish Communion 
  6.00 pm  Carol Service 
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Wed 20 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 
  2.00 pm  Advent Group in hall 

Thurs 21 10.00 am  Parish Art Group 

  3.30 pm  Magazine collation 
Fri 22 10.30 am  Baby Group 

 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

Sun 24   8.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am  Making of Christingles in hall 
  5.00 pm  Christingle Service 

11.00 pm  Midnight Mass 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

  8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Parish Communion 
 

Wed 27 10.30 am  NO HOLY COMMUNION 

at St. Nicolas 
 

CHRISTMAS 1 
 

Sun 31   8.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.30 am  Parish Communion 
  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 

 
 

Wed 3 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 
Fri 5 10.30 am  Coffee Morning in hall 
 
EPIPHANY 
 

Sun 7   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Parish Communion 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 
 

 



 - 12 - 

 

     SUNDAY READINGS 

          IN DECEMBER 

 
 

 
Sunday 3rd December - Advent 1 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 64.1-9 

Isaiah utters words of contrition, worship and 
adoration as he opens Israel’s heart to the coming of 

God’s deliverance. 
NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

Paul commends the Corinthians to eagerly wait for 

Jesus. 
GOSPEL:   Mark 13.24-end 

The people are told to be vigilant as they do not 
know exactly when Jesus will come. 

 

Sunday 10th December – ADVENT 2 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 40.1-11 

Isaiah is called upon to prepare the way for God’s 
coming to console his people. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  Mark 1.1-8 

John the Baptist prepares the way for the coming of 
Jesus. 
 

 

Sunday 17th December – ADVENT 3 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end 

Isaiah gives an account of his mission as a man 

chosen by God to speak on his behalf to Israel. 
NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 

  Paul gives his final instructions to pray continually 
and to give thanks in all circumstances. 
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GOSPEL:  John 1.6-8, 19-28 

John has been sent as a witness to God’s coming.  He 

pronounces that God is already in the midst of his 
people. 

 
Sunday 24th December - Advent 4 
NEW TESTAMENT:  Philippians 4.4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always and do not be anxious 
about anything and the peace of God will be with 

you. 
GOSPEL:  John 1.19-28 

John the Baptist denies being the Christ and points 

the way to Jesus. 
 

 
 

Sunday 28th December – 1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3 

The prophet praises God and looks forward to the 
creation of a new Jerusalem, a jewel in the crown of 
the kingdom of God. 

NEW TESTAMENT: Galatians 4.4-7 
We are children of God and as such God sends his 

spirit into our hearts and we are made his children. 
GOSPEL:   Luke 2.15-21 

Jesus’ identity is confirmed by the shepherds’ 

response to the angels’ message.  The name which 
Jesus took at his Circumcision is but the fulfilment of 

this message. 
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TOOLS FOR SELF RELIANCE 

 
Tools for Self Reliance are a UK based charity working to 
help relieve poverty in Africa. They work with local African 

organisations to deliver a programme of tools and training 
to bring about effective and sustainable change to trades 

people and their communities. The primary countries they 
work in are; Ghana, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Zambia.  

 
They run vocational training projects which provide people 

with the skills they need to set up their own business. They 
also equip them with a toolkit to get them started. As well 
as technical training in trades such as carpentry, welding, 

and bricklaying, they also provide training in business and 
financial management. They believe that this approach 

gives people the best chance of success. 
 
On average, 85% of people who join a training course with 

Tools for Self Reliance are running a business and have 
increased their income six months after completion. With 

the additional income from their own enterprises, trainees 
can buy more food of a better quality, improve their living 
conditions, educate their children, and access medical care. 

 
Small and micro enterprises are critical to reducing 

inequality and improving life chances for people in some of 
the poorest countries in the world. Vocational training and 

small scale enterprises are identified in the Sustainable 
Development Goals as crucial activities for achieving 
change, and Tools for Self Reliance plays an important part 

in livelihood development in Africa. 
 

Here is a list of tools wanted and not wanted.  
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Wanted:  
 

·         Round-bobbin Singer hand sewing machines 
 

·         Treadle machines and bases (where transport 
available) 
 

·         Electric sewing machines that are in GWO , are not 
on our not-wanted list and are not electronic nor have 

toothed drive belt or plastic cams 
 
·         Good quality hand tools (including 240V power tools) 

for woodwork/metalwork/building/plumbing/mechanics and 
electrical work 

 
·         POSSIBLY other items for selling (eg garden tools)- 
check with Tom Moore please. 

 
NOT Wanted: 

 
·         Battery operated tools 

 
·         Domestic appliances 
 

·         Machinery (unless by special arrangement) 
 

·         Nails, screws, nuts & bolts 
 
·         Gas bottles 

 
·         Poor quality/disposable items. 

 
Unfortunately they do not take spectacles, but apparently 
some opticians will take them and send them to Africa.  

To make a donation of tools please contact Tom Moore, 
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01202 707998 or email tommoore12@outlook.com  
 
As part of the Tools for Self Reliance charity, the Inner 

Wheel Club of Parkstone & Poole, who meet in our Church 
Hall once a month, are collecting Haberdashery items for 

basic starter sewing kites which are handed out to famiilies.   
 
The following items are included and if any members of the 

congregation would like to donate anything, there will be a 
box at the back of the Church to collect them. 

 
Assorted zips, safety pins, and boxes of pins 
Sewing needles, thimbles, assorted elastic 

Hooks and eyes sets, scissors 
Tape measures, thread pickets, bias binding 

Pieces of lace, trim needle threader 
Velcro, embroider silks, stiffener 
Sewing cottons – brand new – coloured, white and black 

Knitting needles of different sizes, crochet hooks 
Knitting wool of the same type and thickness to knit an item 

such as baby’s jacket ot bootees. 
Crochet thread, sewing and knitting patters 

Bags of assorted button. 
Any of these items would be most appreciated.  Many 
thanks. 

Elizabeth Walker 
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BOOK REVIEWS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

 

Hark! The biography of Christmas 
By Paul Kerensa, Lion Hudson, £7.99 

 
In this delightful sleigh ride through Christmas history, Paul 

Kerensa answers the festive questions you never thought to 
ask… Did Cromwell help shape the mince pie? Was St 
Nicholas the first to use an automatic door? Which classic 

Christmas crooners were inspired by a Hollywood 
heatwave? And did King Herod really have a wife called 

Doris? Whether you mull on wine or enjoy the biggest 
turkey, the biggest tree or the biggest credit card bill, 
unwrap your story through our twelve dates of Christmas 

past. From Roman revelry to singing Bing, via Santa, 
Scrooge and a snoozing saviour, this timeless tale is perfect 

trivia fodder for the Christmas dinner table. 
 
Some Small Heaven – a spiritual path through Advent, 

Christmas and Epiphany 
By Ian Adams, BRF, £8.99 

 
In this Advent book, seasonal meditations with various 
striking reflections and images combine. Advent is a time of 

waiting, which can occur in our lives at any time. Learning 
how to wait in Advent will enable us better to understand 

how to negotiate the waiting times whenever they come.  
 
Christmas can nurture within us an openness to new 

possibilities. We are helped to capture the wonder of God 
coming towards us, making a home in us.  

 
Epiphany is a time of revealing, and so this invites us to 
look up and look out and see larger patterns at work in our 

world, to see the holy child Jesus as a gift for all. In seeking 
light we discover how we too can be bearers of light. 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 
Sunday 17th December 
 

       6.00 pm     Carol Service 

 

 

Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve 

 

      8.00 am      Holy Communion 

      5.00 pm      Christingle Service 

     11.00 pm      Midnight Mass 

 

 

Christmas Day 
 

      8.00 am      Holy Communion 

     10.30 am      Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 31st December 

 

     8.00 am       Holy Communion 

    10.30 am       Parish Communion 

     6.00 pm       Evening Prayer 

 

 



 - 19 - 

 

SUNDAY CLUB 

 
During Advent and the run up to Christmas the Sunday Club 

are looking at the theme of the Jesse tree.   
 
The tree helps us connect the custom of decorating 

Christmas trees to the events leading to Jesus’ birth.  It is 
named from Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come out of the 

stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” 
Jesse was the father of King David. We adorn a Jesse tree 
with illustrated ornaments that represent the people, 

prophesies, and events leading up to the birth of Jesus. The 
ornaments of the Jesse tree tell the story of God in the Old 

Testament, connecting the Advent season with the 
faithfulness of God across four thousand years of history. 
 

In Sunday Club we have already looked at the stories of 
Adam and Eve, Noah and Abraham and 

made ornaments to hang on our tree.  Over 
the next two sessions we will also look at 
Joseph, Moses and then the stories leading 

up to the birth of Jesus. 
 

Please come and have a look at our tree 
over the next few weeks.  The children will share some of 

the things they have been doing during the Sunday service. 
 
If anyone would like to come and join us at Sunday Club, 

we meet on a 2nd and 4th Sunday from 10.30 am in the 
church hall.  Children and parents are very welcome 

together, or just children on their own whilst you join the 
congregation in church. 
 

Please contact Andrew O'Brien (01202 700341) for further 
details. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

 
Funeral 
 

13th November      Craig Julian Penfield Hallam (46) 
 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

         Sunday 3rd December      Advent (no flowers) 
           Sunday 10th December     Advent (no flowers) 

           Sunday 17th December     Advent (no flowers) 
            

           Thursday 21st December   10.00 am Christmas 
                                                 Church flowers: The Guild 
            

           Sunday 24th December      The Guild 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

 
The deadline for the January edition of the 

Church Magazine is 

Friday 15th December 2017 
 


