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The Vicar Writes… 
 

Dear Friends 
 

This month I thought I would share an extract from Rowan 
Williams, the last Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 
“The strength of the Church will certainly be drawn from 
those areas of its life where the praying agency of Christ is 

most active, but we are not likely to be able to identify 
where those areas are to be found. 

 
What if the life that fuels the Church through prayer is not 
the routine prayer of the worshipping community, not even 

the prayer of the religious orders, but moments of exposure 
and insight, or of desperately needy openness to God on 

the part of very irregular Christians?  Isn’t this actually 
what Jesus’ story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

might suggest?  What if the Church really lives from the 
prayer and experience of those it least values in its public 
talk.   

 
But if it is true, another teasing consequence is that those 

parts of our own individual experience that seem least pious 
may be the points at which we are exposed to God, and so 
the points from which we most truly come to live in Christ.  

Our instinct is almost always to expect God to work in us at 
the points where we sense we are on the right lines, not 

those areas of our life where we feel at sea, not 
understanding, not succeeding, but it may well be that in 
our honest helplessness there we come closer to the real 

well of life than when we sense all is fairly well. 
 

Whether it is in the lonely dryness of a prayer that seems to  
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be going nowhere or simply in the frustration of a life that 
feels as if it is losing direction, God in Christ may be most 
fully alive.” 

 
I hope that this encourages us during Lent to realise that it 

is in our struggles and failures that we are most likely to 
meet Christ. 
 

With all good wishes, 
Andrew 

 
 
 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE:  The Annual Meeting of the 

Church of the Transfiguration will take place on Saturday 
8th April at 11.00 am in the church hall.  All welcome. 

 
 

 
 

Lent Booklet 

 

The Diocese has provided a Lent devotion which includes a 
short Bible reading, reflection, prayer and action for each 

day in Lent.  It can take from 5 minutes up to 30 minutes.  
Please do take a copy from the back of church, or ring 
Andrew if you would like one dropped in. 
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More Cruising 
 

In the early hours of Christmas morning 

the lookout reported a bright red light as 
a group of reindeer and a large sleigh 

proceeded towards the UK. Christmas 
Day dawned cloudy and warm at 20oC as 
Oriana steamed between the Canary Islands. Morning 

service was held in the theatre – a maritime festival of 
seven lessons and carols conducted by Captain David Box 

and lessons read by members of the ships company. All the 
carols were sung with gusto and closing prayers and 
blessing given by Father John Broadhurst. The National 

Anthem was sung at the end of the service which evidently 
is a tradition at sea. There were many activities to enjoy 

during the day. My exercise regime was at least ten times 
round the promenade deck which equates to three miles. In 
the afternoon the Queens speech was relayed in two 

lounges. There were two sittings for Christmas Day dinner; 
we opted for a table for six at 5.30pm which allowed plenty 

of time for the theatre afterwards. The officer Christmas 
Choir performed in the Atrium before dinner and we all 
joined in, suitably regaled in our evening dress. A six course 

dinner was served and we both chose a delicious three bird 
roast. Later at the theatre a double bill special with Louis 

Hoover, star and creator of the West End smash hit musical 
the ‘Rat Pack’ together with the ‘String Idols’ violin duo 
showing expert musicianship and choreography. 

 
We were lucky to be the first passengers on board after the 

Oriana’s refurbishment of all the public areas and cabins in 
early December 2016. The main restaurant and the theatre 
are particularly well appointed, and the crew were coping 

well with brushing the fluff that was gathering on the new 
carpets as they weren’t allowed to vacuum it up until the 
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carpets were settled. The 600 seat theatre is well attended 
each evening but particularly when the resident Headliners  
Theatre Company are performing. They are a very talented 

group of two female and three male singers who also have 
to dance with nine other dancers to complete the line-up. 

They have at least eight routines of 45 minutes showing off 
the best of musical theatre. Quick changes, and the ability 
to memorise so much is astonishing. Their version of the 

‘Full Monty’ was particularly entertaining, but of course 
body stockings from the waist are a necessity to keep their 

radio mic in place. Guest artists of comedians, magicians, 
opera singers and instrumentalists come on board for a few 
days or whenever it is suitable for them to fly on to other 

destinations.  
 

Boxing Day morning was a pleasant 25oC and sunny as we 
approached Fuerteventura. The wind was force 8 and 
gusting at 30 knots, hence the swell conditions were having 

a considerable impact on the handling of the vessel as we 
approached the port. After seeking advice from the Local 

Pilot the Captain made the decision to abandon our call to 
Fuerteventura. The passage plan was emended to sail round 

the Island as we set a course for Lanzarote and so it 
remained a clear bright day for exercising on deck and 
leisurely sunbathing by the pool. 

 
On arrival at Arreciffe on Lanzarote the wind had abated to 

force 5 with clear skies. The island has a wonderful and 
varied moon like volcanic landscape, combined with great 
artistic culture due to it being the home of the famous artist 

and sculptor Cesar Manrique, whose influence still lives on 
today. We had visited Lanzarote previously so decided to 

take a coach transfer to the south coast resort of Puerto del 
Carmen where we walked the long promenade and relaxed 
on the beach of dark sand. The evening on board was a 

tropical theme and the entertainment team hosted a 
tropical party. This was the only occasion on our freedom 
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dining plan that we encountered unpleasantness from a 
fellow passenger at the table of six to which we had been 
allocated. A quiet word with the waiter brought the Maître d’ 

to us and we were swiftly moved to another table. A 
minority of passengers seem to relish in complaining! 

Sailing a north easterly course overnight we arrived in 
Agadir to clear skies and light breeze. Agadir is a busy 
commercial harbour and the local pilot embarked to provide 

local knowledge through the breakwater and onto our berth. 
Agadir is Morocco’s largest fishing port, famous for its 

sardines, and delights with its fine golden sands and 
coastline reaching south towards the Saharan provinces. We 
were berthed out of town and could look up toward the 16th 

century Kasbah. We took a trip there and were told about 
the earthquake in 1960 that completely destroyed it and 

most of the town below. What’s left of the fortress has a 
majestic view towards the low Atlas and over Agadir and its 
bay. Before the earthquake the Kasbah had been home for 

up to 300 people, many of whom lie buried beneath the 
grassy area below where the old medina used to be. As we 

descended the hill in the bus we saw a herd of wild female 
camels with their young, probably 30 in number ranging in 

colour from cream to black, feeding on scrub. A herdsman 
was keeping them from straying on the road. The town has 
been rebuilt as a stylish resort with a long wide promenade 

and hotels right by the beach. As we left in the evening the 
suns ebbing glow washed the walls of the old Kasbah with a 

beautiful pallet of pinks, russets and reds. 
 
Next day was spent at sea as we started to head north 

again and our next port of Lisbon on 30th December. Some 
of the best views of the Portuguese capital come as you sail 

along the Tagus River. On a clear, fresh morning we 
berthed at a new quay very close to the city centre and a 
new terminal in construction. We set of by coach to the 

south of the river and the monumental statue of ‘Christ the 
King’ which was built as a gratitude for the neutrality of 
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Portugal during the Second World War and inspired by the 
similar shrine in Rio de Janeiro. From the base of this 
immense statue the views over the city and the impressive 

bridge are spectacular. Crossing back over the bridge we 
were taken to the heart of the city and the tropical garden, 

known as Estufa Fria or the ‘cold greenhouse’. This garden 
has become one of the most pleasant green spaces in 
Lisbon. As we sailed away in the evening towards the sea 

the floodlit statues and landmarks were stunning against 
the backdrop of the city lights. 

 
The next day, New Year’s Eve, heading north and still clear 
and sunny. Celebrations were well under way at 9pm as 

Oriana passed Finnisterre, the most westerly point of Spain. 
Shortly before midnight, the Captain gathered on the bridge 

with a piper. This young lady piper, a passenger on board 
had previously made herself known to the entertainment 
manager and had been interviewed in the theatre. She was 

asked ‘Why the bagpipes’, her reply was ‘Because we have 
the neighbours from hell’, and can you believe she lives in 

Broadstone! She certainly came up trumps on the night. 
‘Auld Lang Syne’ was piped throughout the ship as I drank 

champagne and discoed with some of the Headliners.  
Arriving at La Coruna on New Year’s Day we docked right by 
the city and could immediately see why it is named the 

‘Crystal City’ because of the glass-enclosed balconies which 
adorn the tall apartment buildings facing the harbour. La 

Coruna is a mixture of old and new. The new terminal 
building is well planned to accept the increasing popularity 
of cruise ships. We were taken by coach through the city 

centre, everything very quiet apart from party revellers still 
emerging from clubs and hotels. It was interesting to note 

how nicely dressed they all were in suits and still looking 
tidy and well behaved. Our coach took us out of the city to 
visit Europe’s oldest working lighthouse, the Tower of 

Hercules and the city’s most important monument. Our 
drive took us on a scenic route to a restaurant, offering 
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stunning views over the city and Atlantic Ocean; we were 
then treated to a magnificent array of traditional Spanish 
tapas and local wine. The locally produced wine is an 

excellent white, Albarino Valtea which we were able to buy. 
A walk in the city later took me into a small 12th century 

church, Iglesia de Santa Maria del Campo, where a New 
Year’s Day service was being held. I was able to sing along 
to Angels from the realms of glory and O come all ye 

faithful even if I didn’t understand a lot of the rest. The 
region of Galicia is a world away from the popular resort 

areas of Costa del Sol and Benidorm. It remains partially 
isolated and the old way of life dies hard, which I found 
rather gratifying as by 2pm the smart streets were busy 

with locals promenading; the ladies wearing fur coats and 
carefully coiffured, and men in smart overcoats, young 

people and children respectful of their surroundings.  
We all enjoyed a peaceful day ashore in La Coruna before 
boarding Oriana for the last time for the passage back to 

Southampton. 
Our course was set through the Bay of Biscay and another 

two days at sea before disembarking at Southampton after 
a delightful Christmas cruise to the Canary Islands. 

 
Graham Luker 
 

 

Cuthbert beloved monk and bishop of 

Lindisfarne 
 

Cuthbert of Lindisfarne (c 634-87) has long 

been northern England’s favourite saint. It is 
easy to see why: Cuthbert loved God with all 

his heart, and loved others as himself. By all 
accounts, he was holy, humble, peaceable, 
prayerful, faithful in friendship, charming and 

really kind.  
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Cuthbert was born into a fairly well-off Anglo-Saxon family, 
and became a monk at Melrose in 651. He and another 

monk, Eata, were sent to start a monastery at Ripon, but 
Alcfrith, who owned the land, insisted that they adopt the 

Roman customs, which Cuthbert’s Celtic church did not 
allow. So Cuthbert and Eata quietly returned to Melrose, 
where Cuthbert became prior in about 661. Then came the 

Synod of Whitby in 663/4, and the Celtic Church formally 
decided to adopt the Roman Customs. After this, Cuthbert 

was sent on to Lindisfarne as prior, where he sensitively 
introduced the new ways, and won over the monks there.  
 

Cuthbert was very much loved at Lindisfarne. His zeal was 
evident in his constant preaching, teaching, and visiting of 

the people. He was also said to have gifts of prophecy and 
healing. Occasionally, Cuthbert reached ‘people overload’. 
Then he would retreat to a tiny islet called Inner Farne, 

where he could pray in total seclusion. When, to his horror, 
he was told he had been made Bishop of Hexham, he 

immediately ‘swapped’ sees with Eata, and stayed on at 
Lindisfarne as Bishop. Sadly, Cuthbert died on little Inner 

Farne, only two years later, on 20 March, 687.  
 
Cuthbert was buried at Lindisfarne, but that is not the end 

of his story. For it was only now that his travels began. 
After the Vikings destroyed Lindisfarne in 875, several 

monks dug him up and set out to find Cuthbert a final, and 
safe, resting place. For the next 120 years Cuthbert was 
deposited in various monasteries around the north of 

England and southwest Scotland. Finally, in 999, Cuthbert 
was allowed to rest in Durham, where a Saxon church was 

built over his shrine.  
All that travel must have done him good; when his body 
was exhumed to be put into the new’ Norman Cathedral in 

Durham in 1104, it was said to be still in perfect tact, and 
‘incorrupt’. 
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All in the month of March 
It was: 

 

200 years ago:- on 5th March 1817 that Sir Austen Henry Layard, 

French-born British archaeologist, traveller, and diplomat, was born. 

He is best known for excavating the ancient Mesopotamian cities of 

Nimrud and Niniveh and discovering the library of Ashurbanipal.  

 

175 years ago:- on 9th March 1842 that Verdi’s opera Nabucco was 

performed for the first time, at La Scala in Milan. It was the opera 

that established Verdi’s reputation. 

 

 
 

 
TO MAKE YOU SMILE 
 

A grandmother was taking her young grandson for a walk in 
the park. The daffodils were in bloom, and it was a beautiful 

Spring day. Wanting to encourage her grandson’s spiritual 
understanding of the world, she said: "Doesn't it look like 
an artist painted this scenery? Did you know God did all 

this?"  
 

Her grandson replied: "Oh yes, and God did it left handed, 
too." In astonishment, the grandmother asked what he 
meant. "Well, he must have done," said her grandson, 

"because we learned at Sunday School last week that Jesus 
sits on God's right hand." 
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On Weddings in Spring 
The Rectory 
St. James the Least of All 

 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

Just as undertakers rub their hands in glee at the coming of 
Winter frosts, so hoteliers with banqueting suites become 
animated at the first signs of Spring. We have arrived at the 

first phase of the marriage season. As the days begin to 
lengthen and trees start to bud, young men find it 

irresistible not to propose to potential brides. Some people 
wait to hear the first cuckoo to let them know Spring is on 
its way; I wait to hear the first knock on the Rectory door 

from couples wanting to book their wedding. 
 

Naturally, my first job is to try to put them off; it would  
save them a great deal of money and give me many more 
free Saturdays. But I always fail, and so the big day is 

booked. Nowadays, there is such a time lag between 
booking a marriage service and it taking place, I sometimes 

think it would be easier to book the service first and then 
look for someone to marry at a later, more convenient, 
time. 

Last year, it was somewhat different with one couple. They 
were both in their late eighties (a good time to contemplate 

a first marriage, in my opinion) and asked if they could 
arrange to get married as soon as possible. The usual 
reason for a hurried marriage seemed unlikely at their age 

and so I asked why. Their answer was charming: “At our 
age, we might not still be here if the great day is much 

delayed.” 
 
Of course, booking a marriage is the simplest part of the 

whole procedure. There are florists to negotiate with - made  
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even more complex should there be more than one 
marriage that day. One bride wants all white, the other red, 
and so one set of priceless flowers is trundled out of church 

by one set of florists while a competitor barrows in the next 
confection.  

 
Photographers are inclined to think aisles are racetracks, 
pews for standing on and that all church furniture is 

moveable - generally once the service has started. I place 
all photographers in the west gallery before the service and  

lock them in - apologising for my fit of absentmindedness 
afterwards. 
 

Courses should be offered at theological colleges on 
placating irate bell-ringers when the bride is half-an-hour 

late, cooling down organists when the happy couple ask to 
come in to an organ arrangement of a Led Zepplin number, 
and re-assuring the choir that the guests meant no 

disrespect as they made mobile phone calls in church while 
the choir sang Ave Maria, once we had disappeared to sign  

the registers.  
 

However, nothing will ever calm down a verger who has 
been left to sweep up several hundredweights of confetti 
once everyone else has gone home. Personally, I find a 

restorative sherry back at the rectory works wonders. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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CALENDAR FOR 
MARCH 

 
 

 

Wed 1 10.30 am  Holy Communion for Ash 
Wednesday at St. Nicolas 

Thurs 2 10.00 am  Parish Art Group 
  1.30 pm  Baby Group in hall 

Fri 3 10.30 am  Coffee Morning in hall 

  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 
 
LENT 1 
 

Sun 5   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Parish Communion and  

Baptism of Flynn Dziedzic 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 
 

 
Wed 8 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 
Thurs 9   1.30 pm  Baby Group in hall 
Fri 10   5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 

 
LENT 2 
 

Sun 12   8.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.30 am  Matins with Baptism of 
Mia Orr   (Sunday Club in hall) 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 
Wed 15 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 
Thurs 16 10.00 am  Parish Art Group 

  1.30 pm  Baby Group in hall 
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Fri 17 10.30 am  Coffee Morning in hall 

  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 

 
LENT 3 
 

Sun 19   8.00 am  Holy Communion 

  9.30 am  Family Service 
10.30 am  Parish Communion 
  6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 

 
Wed 22 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 
Thurs 23   1.30 pm  Baby Group in hall 

  3.45 pm  Magazine collation in hall 

Fri 24   5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 
 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 
 

Sun 26   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Matins (Sunday Club in hall) 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 
 

Tue 28 10.00 am  Craft Group in hall 

Wed 29 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 
  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 

Thurs 30 10.00 am  Parish Art Group 
  1.30 pm  Baby Group in hall 

Fri 31   5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 

 
LENT 5 
 

Sun 2   8.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.30 am  Parish Communion and  
Baptism of Edward (Teddy) 
Stephenson 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 
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SUNDAY READINGS IN MARCH 
 

Sunday 5th March – LENT 1 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 
God places man and later woman in the Garden of 
Eden, forbidding them to eat from the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil but they disobey. 
NEW TESTAMENT:  Romans 5.12-19 

Paul speaks about the sin that came through one  
man, Adam, but that new life comes through and in 
Christ. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 4.1-11 
The conflict between Jesus and Satan is presented as 

the symbol of our struggle to choose between life and 
death. 

 

Sunday 12th March – LENT 2 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Genesis 12.1-4 

The Lord tells Abram to leave his country and his 
people for a land God will show him and blessing will 
follow.  Abram obeyed the Lord. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  John 3.1-17 
Nicodemus came to Jesus who told him he must be 

born a second time of the Holy Spirit.  Through the 
same Spirit, God’s son gives eternal life. 

 
Sunday 19th March - LENT 3 
OLD TESTAMENT:   Exodus 17.1-7 

In the wilderness the Israelites are very thirsty and 
rail against Moses.  Moses cries to the Lord who tells 

him to strike the rock with his rod. 
NEW TESTAMENT:   Romans 5.1-11 

Paul speaks of rejoicing in our suffering because we 

know that suffering produces perseverance.  We have 
been justified by Christ who gives us hope and joy 

in believing. 
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GOSPEL:   John 4.5-42 
Jesus talks with a Samaritan woman about the kind 

 of worshippers God seeks.  Many Samaritans also 

 listen to Jesus and become believers. 
 

Sunday 26th March - MOTHERING SUNDAY 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Exodus 2.1-10 

The story of the birth of Moses shows his mother’s 

love and courage and tells us of his adoption by the 
Pharaoh’s daughter. 

NEW TESTAMENT:   John 19.25-27 
The other disciples tell Thomas they have seen Jesus 
but he doubts their word.  When Jesus appears to 

Thomas he tells him to stop doubting and believe. 
 

 
 

 
Canon David Winter, former Head of Religious Broadcasting for the 

BBC, has his own approach to gardening… 

Leave it Alone 
In my tiny front garden I have a shrub. I don’t know its 

name, but it has won a place in my life-long affections. 
Recommended about six years ago by a horticulturalist 
friend, it has produced every summer a magnificent array of 

splendid red blooms, much admired by my neighbours. 
They always ask what it is, but I can’t remember – I must 

find out the next time I’m in touch with her. In the Autumn 
it’s an absolute mess for a couple of months, dead leaves, 

stalks and trailing branches everywhere. However, ‘just 
leave it alone’ I had been told, and very willingly I have.  
 

The reward has been the astonishing sight of new shoots in 
early Spring, and eventually, in late May, the return of my 

beautiful bush and its glorious flowers.  
 
‘Just leave it alone’ – Oh, the joy of that advice to a non-
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gardener. I could be an expert at just leaving things alone, 
like little Bo-peep in the nursery rhyme: ‘Leave them alone, 
and they will come home, bringing their tails behind them’. 

Sometimes the Creator really does know best. 
 

 

 

Nepal 2 years on 

 
In April 2017 it will be 2 years since 

an earthquake with a magnitude of 
7.8Mw hit the Nepalese district of Ghorka killing nearly 

9,000 peoples and leaving 22,000 injured.  With a huge 
amount of homes flattened many people were left without 
shelter prompting the declaration of a national emergency 

and a plea for International aid for which the donations 
poured in.  This beautiful country had suffered a tragedy for 

which recovery from seemed, in 2015, only a speck in the 
distance. 

 
You may remember in the same year, I planned to visit 
Nepal with a view to assisting the Green Tara trust with the 

development of two rural birth centres, focusing primarily 
on training the birth attendants who would man these 

centres in the future. The disaster in Nepal, of course, made 
this trip impossible due to the high risk of aftershocks and 
the advice against all but essential travel to Nepal in the 

following months. With the trip indefinitely postponed both 
Green Tara and the Nepal disaster relief funds have both 

benefited from the small amount of money I raised prior to 
the 25th April 2015. 
 

2 years on Nepal has started to rebuild, however many 
thousands still remain in temporary and unsafe shelters, 

with 26,000 living in displacement camps. In addition to 
this, many of the famous monuments in Nepal’s capital  
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Kathmandu have been destroyed and stand supported only 
with scaffolding poles.  The Nepalese people however 

remain their natural warm selves and, despite reports of the 
massive impact the earthquake has had on tourism, 

continue with their daily lives alongside a backdrop of a city 
decimated by natural disaster. 
 

Green Tara continues to work tirelessly to improve child and 
maternal health, working towards their vision that all people 

in Nepal have equal access to health care which is safe and 
affordable. The birth centres under development in 2015 
came into function in April of the same year and has 

allowed women in more rural areas to birth in safer 
environments with a skilled birth attendant. Additional 

projects include health groups for adolescent girls and boys, 
pregnant women and new mothers and a mobile antenatal 
service reaching women in more rural areas.  

 
Meanwhile, as a midwife qualified just one year and working 

at the Princess Anne in Southampton, I hope to visit these 
fantastic projects when time off (and money!) allows.  For 

now I remain content to be in the privileged position of 
assisting women at the most vulnerable time of their lives 
on home ground. You can donate to the Green Tara Trust at 

www.greentara.com. 
 

Jane Swinbank 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.greentara.com./
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The man who brought us Thomas the 

Tank Engine 
 

A reluctant author who created characters loved by millions 
of children died 20 years ago this month, on 21st March 
1997, aged 85. 

 
The Rev Wilbert V Awdry is best known as the writer of 

Thomas the Tank Engine and 25 other railway books, which 
at the time of his death had sold an estimated 50 million 

copies. They have also given birth to toys, games, videos 
and a television film series.  
 

He invented the stories initially to tell his son Christopher 
when he was ill with measles, and had to be persuaded by 

his wife Margaret to get them published. 
 
Mr Awdry, who was made an OBE shortly before his death, 

was a clergyman who ministered in Hampshire, Wiltshire, 
Birmingham and Cambridgeshire. He was also a pacifist who 

once lost his curacy as a result. He was always interested in 
railways, having been fascinated as a child in Wiltshire by 
listening to steam trains ascending the grade into the 

nearby Box Tunnel. 
 

The Fat Controller in the stories is sometimes thought to be 
a God-like figure, but he was intended as a satire on 
bureaucracy. For Mr Awdry, the morality of the stories was 

clearly Christian, and analogies between the Christian faith 
and the ways of the railway were obvious: the engines are 

meant to stay on the right track, and they pay the price if 
they go off the rails. But they are always forgiven, and 
never scrapped. 

 
Asked how he hoped to be remembered, he said he would 
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like his epitaph to say that “he helped people see God in the 
ordinary things of life, and he made children laugh”.  
Tim Lenton 

 
 

 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
 

Joanne O’Brien 

 
Joanne was born in the beautiful cathedral city of Lincoln 

and has two brothers 15 and 10 years older than her.  Her 
father worked for Dawsons who made fan belts for 
machinery and the family lived in a large, 4 storey house 

where her mother provided “digs” for actors from the 
Theatre Royal in Lincoln, when there were still touring 

repertory companies. Some of these actors returned 
annually and became family friends and, as a result, Joanne 

and the family attended many performances at the local 
theatre.  From an early age she developed a great interest 
in reading and would often be found walking into the centre 

of Lincoln and spending many happy hours at Ruddocks, the 
local book shop. 

 
When the council decided to compulsory purchase the 
family home for council offices, the family moved three 

miles west of Lincoln to the village of South Carlton, an 
estate village owned by Lord Monson.  At the age of 18 she 

studied at Trent Polytechnic in Nottingham for a BA in 
Humanities (History, English and Behaviour and Belief) with 
the intention of becoming a primary school teacher.  

However when she graduated there were too many teachers 
looking for jobs so she decided instead to study for the 

Royal Society of Arts Diploma for Personal Assistants.  This 
was a one year course involving shorthand, typing, law, 
personnel, communications and economics. 
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Joanne then applied to become College Secretary and 
Academic Registrar at Lincoln Theological College.  During 
her seven years working at the college, there were a 

number of staff who came and went.  Many of these have 
moved up the ranks of the Church of England!  Stephen 

Platten became the Bishop of Wakefield, Bill Jacob became 
Archdeacon of Charing Cross and, of course, Nick Holtam is 
the current Bishop of Salisbury.  After six years at the 

college Joanne, not being put off by the many theological 
students she had come into contact with over the years, 

eventually met Andrew, her future husband, and they were 
married in South Carlton village church by the Bishop of 
Repton, Henry Richmond, Joanne’s first “ boss” at the 

college, and the Archdeacon of Stow, who was looking after 
the parish at the time.  Andrew had to explain the format of 

the marriage service to the Bishop as he hadn’t officiated at 
a wedding since his curacy!  
 

After they married and Andrew became a Deacon they 
moved to Clare in Suffolk, where Andrew served his curacy 

amongst 5 parishes which included the much photographed 
village of Cavendish.  Here Joanne worked in the New 

Saxon Bookshop, a very small and freezing cold bookshop. 
Some interesting visitors to the shop included Sir John 
Verney of DoDo Pad fame. When Joanne’s mother became 

ill, they moved back to the Diocese of Lincoln where Andrew 
served his first incumbency at Belton near Scunthorpe, on 

the Isle of Axholme, a place of dykes and water which 
resulted in Thomas and Rebecca always having coughs and 
colds!  They were both born in Doncaster Royal Infirmary, 

so technically both were born in Yorkshire! 
 

In 1997 the family moved to Melbourn near Royston where 
Andrew was vicar of two parishes, Melbourn and Meldreth. 
Here Joanne worked in the local Montessori nursery for 2 

years and set up a Craft Group which sold items at the 
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Christmas Bazaar at Melbourn and the Christmas Tree 
Festival in Meldreth. 
 

In July 2015 Andrew became the new incumbent at the 
Church of the Transfiguration in Canford Cliffs, a part of the 

world neither of them had visited before.  Joanne has 
started up a very enthusiastic Craft group in our parish 
whose members make many gifts for the church fetes which 

are snapped up eagerly.  She has also gone back to her 
secretarial work taking over the running of the Parish Office 

where she can be found on Wednesday and Friday mornings 
and we are delighted to welcome the O’Brien family here. 
Their daughter Rebecca has qualified as a teacher and is 

working at the Ocean Academy Junior School in Poole and 
their son, Thomas, lives and works in London. 

 
Elizabeth Walker 
 

 
 

 

Bird life around Poole Harbour – The Shelduck 
 

At this time of year Shelducks can be seen in the harbour, 

particularly in the creeks in and around 
the nature reserve on the Arne 

peninsular. They were recently shown 
on the TV programme ‘Winter Watch’. 
 

Shelducks are one of the largest 
members of the duck species with their 

distinctive plumage, which is mainly 
white with a dark green head and neck with black wing and 
back markings. A chestnut band extends around the front of 

their body with a red bill. They feed mostly on marine 
molluscs, worms and crustaceans; hence they follow the 

tide line. As many as a thousand birds will over winter in 



 - 22 - 

Poole Harbour, and they can often be seen feeding on the 
mudflats along Shore Road. Their call is a loud honk, but it 
is not often heard. 

 
During early summer they find suitable sites such as rabbit 

burrows or dense vegetation to make a nest, which is made 
up of grass and down from their bodies. The clutch of eggs 
can vary in number from seven to twelve with incubation 

carried out by the hen which lasts about four weeks. She 
tends the ducklings and often those of other pairs. In late 

summer most of them fly to an area such as the Wadden 
Sea on the North German coast where they moult. Many 
thousands from all over Western Europe congregate in this 

area. This behaviour may be a throw-back to the end of the 
Ice Age when the area was covered in mud flats and 

relatively safe from predators. Once the moult is complete 
they return to their home sites. 
 

Cedric Nielsen 
 

 
 

 

2017 Faith Easter Egg launched 
 

The new look Real Easter Egg 2017 range has 

been launched, and churches are being asked 
to encourage people to support this unique 

way of sharing the story of Easter. 
 
This year a 24 page Easter story-activity book, 

illustrated by Alida Massari, is included in the 
Original, Egg Hunt and Dark eggs. The Special Edition has 

an Easter traditions booklet inside. The Sharing box, with 
30 eggs, comes with 30 colour-in posters. 
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Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of the 
world every year, The Real Easter Egg is the only one which 
has a copy of the Easter story in the box, is made of 

Fairtrade chocolate and makes a donation to charity from 
sales. 

 
The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010 but the 
supermarkets turned down the idea. It was left to churches 

and church schools to place orders to fund The Meaningful 
Chocolate Company so they could make The Real Easter 

Egg. 
 
David Marshall, creator of the Real Easter Egg, said; “With 

the support of churches more than one million eggs have 
been sold with 750,000 of these sent through the post 

directly to churches and schools. The rest have been sold 
through independent retailers and supermarkets.  
 

“The success of The Real Easter Egg has meant that the 
production of Fairtrade chocolate has moved to the UK. 

Over £250,000 has been raised from sales for charitable 
causes. Due to production restrictions, this year we have 

slightly few eggs available so we recommend people order 
as early as possible." 
 

The whole range can be ordered online at 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk (with free delivery) or from 

Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk, TLM trading.com, Embrace the 
Middle East. Christian bookshops and some cathedrals also 
have stocks. You can also buy the blue Original egg from 

Tesco, Waitrose and Morrisons. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk/
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Funerals 
 

10th February     Pauline Irene Thompson (92) 
18th February     Kenneth Ernest Stanley  (93) 
 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

March 5th     Lent    No Flowers 

                     March 12th    Lent    No Flowers 
                     March 19th    Lent    No Flowers 
              March 26th    Mothering Sunday  Susanne King 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MAGAZINE DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for the April edition of the 
Church Magazine is 

Wednesday 15th March 
 
 

New office e-mail address is: 
transfigcanfordcliffs@gmail.com 


