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The Vicar Writes… 
 

 
Dear Friends 

 
 

Soon we will be approaching Easter and the celebration of 
the Resurrection on Easter Day. One of my favourite 
accounts of the risen Christ is on the road to Emmaus.  We 

don’t know who those two people were on the road, they 
could have been a man and wife going home to Emmaus; 

that would explain the ease with which they invited Jesus to 
stay with them.  We don’t know how they came to Jesus, or 
how close they had been to him.  They must have been 

quite close because at the end of the story they went back 
to Jerusalem and knew where the disciples were meeting. 

 
We can imagine them on the road to Emmaus, preoccupied 

with the apparent catastrophe of the crucifixion, their minds 
full of regrets.  If only … if only Jesus had not come to 
Jerusalem for Passover; if only he had been more tactful 

with the priests and money changers in the temple; if only 
he had not gone into the garden after supper; if only 

someone had realised what Judas was up to …. 
 
And now, it was all done and gone.   Yet, as Jesus began to 

walk with them, things started to make sense.  Slowly and 
gently he showed them the significance of what had 

happened.  He helped them to put the past together in a 
way that they could build on, and by the time they had 
reached Emmaus they were ready for the future.  A future 

that began around the table with him, their eyes open, their 
faith renewed. 
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2017 
___________________ 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  7.00 pm Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper 

 
GOOD FRIDAY  

        12 noon The Cross of Christ - A 

                  Devotion for Good Friday 
 

SATURDAY 15TH 
6.00 pm Service of Light and blessing of 

Easter baskets 
 

EASTER DAY 
8.00 am Holy Communion 

       10.30 am Parish Communion 
6.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

        10.30 am Parish Communion 

And it was a future which led them, and leads us, not to a 
setting sun at the end of the day, but to the dawn of a new 
beginning. 

 
Wishing you a very happy Easter. 

 
Andrew 
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A Feast of Fools  
 

As kids we always looked forward to April 1st, when 

carefully concocted tricks would be played on our school-
friends, parents, and even teachers. ‘April Fool!’ we would 
shout triumphantly, as they obligingly fell for our little 

ruses. 
‘I’ve just seen a mouse run under the cooker’ was one of 

my best, reducing my mother at breakfast time to frantic 
appeals for help. My older brother rejected her pleas. ‘Mum, 
it’s April the first. He’s having you on’. All the same he was 

asked to pull out the cooker to prove the point, much to his 
annoyance.  

 
It seems to me that it’s not quite as widely observed as it 
once was – perhaps Trick or Treat at Hallowe’en has 

overtaken it. But All Fools Day, to give it its proper name, 
still sees a few really good stunts pulled by broadcasters 

and journalists. In fact, the Spring Equinox (March 25 to 
April 1) has been seen as a time for tricks and pranks right 

back to Roman times, when the season was known as 
‘Hilaria’. Perhaps its origin lies in the idea that at this time 
of year sudden changes occur, as though Nature is playing 

tricks on us - mad March hares, and so on. Or just that 
after months of leaden skies and cold winds people simply 

want something to laugh at, even at their own expense.  
 
There was a Feast of Asses, which was given a religious 

flavour by preachers pretending to be prophets whose wise 
warnings were ignored. France gave it its present form, in 

the 16th century, when the new Gregorian Calendar 
changed the date of New Year to January 1st, to general 
confusion. It came to Britain in the 18th century, and has 

caused much merriment ever since. Hilarious, in fact. 
David Winter 
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EASTER – the most joyful day of the year 
 

Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. 
Christ has died for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has 

risen! We are redeemed! We can look forward to an eternity 
in his joy! Hallelujah!  

 
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that 
you can explain it to someone in a few minutes. It is so 

profound that for the rest of their lives they will be still be 
‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God. 

 
Why does the date more around so much? Because the date 

of Passover moves around, and according to the biblical 
account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates 
the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it lasts for seven 

days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which 
equates to late March or early April. 

 
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew 
lunar calendar to come up with firm dates for Good Friday: 

Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD, with Easter 
Day falling two days later. Modern scholars continue to 

think these the most likely.  
 
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday 

after the first full moon after the Spring Equinox, which is 
broadly true. But the precise calculations are complicated 

and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, 
which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The earliest 
possible date for Easter in the West is 22 March, which last 

fell in 1818 and won’t fall again until 2285. The latest is 25 
April, which last happened in 1943 and is next due in 2038.  

 
Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European 
language, the festival’s name comes from ‘Pesach’, the  
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Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic word ‘Easter’, 
however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility 
goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that 

the Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur month’, but may have 
confused her with the classical dawn goddesses like Eos and 

Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining in the east’. So Easter 
might have meant simply ‘beginning month’ – a good time 
for starting up again after a long winter. 

 
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient 

symbol of birth in most European cultures. On the other 
hand, hens start laying regularly again each Spring. Since 
eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how 

decorating and eating them became a practical way to 
celebrate Easter.  

 

All in the month of April: 
 
It was 
150 years ago:- on 16th April 1867 that Wilbur Wright, 
American aviation pioneer was born. The Wright brothers 

achieved the first powered, sustained and controlled plane 
flight. 

 
125 years ago:- on 15th April 1892 that Corrie ten Boom, 
Dutch Christian writer and speaker was born. Best known 

for helping many Jews escape the Holocaust during WWII. 
She also established a rehabilitation shelter for 

concentration camp survivors. 
 

100 years ago:- on 6th April 1917 that the USA declared 
war on Germany and entered the 1st World War. 
 

90 years ago:- on 2nd April 1927 that BBC radio covered 
the annual University Boat Race between Oxford and 

Cambridge for the first time. 
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A Long Walk Up the Charts  
 

Book by Dorset priest reaches Amazon Lent Top 5  

Error! Reference source not found. 

A Dorset priest’s book has reached the top 

five of amazon.co.uk’s Lent bestsellers list, 
joining company such as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and theologian Paula Gooder. 

The Reverend Tim Heaton, Assistant Curate 
of Gillingham and Milton on Stour, wrote The 

Long Road to Heaven based on the film The 
Way. 

“It feels great”, says Tim, “and I hope the 

book might move up higher, as there is still a month to go 
until the start of Lent. 

“The book was originally published for Lent 2014, so this is 
the fourth year I have been promoting it. It sells about 2,000 
copies a year. The book has gone widely, and has been used 

as the basis of Lent courses in churches all across the UK and 
abroad. 

“The Way is a great film about the pilgrimage to Santiago 
de Compostela, the famous Way of St James which is walked 

by hundreds of thousands of pilgrims every year.” 
In The Way, Martin Sheen plays an American 

ophthalmologist who goes to France following the death of his 

adult son, killed in the Pyrenees during a storm while walking 
the Camino. Tom's purpose is initially to retrieve his son's 

body. However, in a combination of grief and homage to his 
son, Tom decides to walk the ancient spiritual trail, where he 
encounters other travellers on their own journeys, literal and 

metaphorical. 
“The Lent course involves watching some clips from a film” 

Tim continues, “which was once uncommon but has now 
been used very successfully, especially by Hillary Brand. 
Lent groups can find it so much more engaging to watch 
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clips from a film as a springboard to discussion. The visual 
dimension often opens up discussion in a great way. 
“The course is essentially an exploration of salvation.” 

Tim also says there is another book he would recommend 
this Lent: “I have seen the Diocese’s Lent prayer book Praying 

Together and I think it is firsly a tremendous initiative to get 
everybody praying together across the Diocese. Beyond that, 
it’s also a nice little booklet which will slip into a handbag or 

pocket. I am also impressed that we have got our prayers on 
to an app as well. 

“I’m very keen for people to support their local Christian or 
independent bookshop, so I encourage people to only buy 
from Amazon if they want the Kindle edition. Otherwise, I 

hope people will support a local shop or the Sarum College 
Bookshop.” 

(taken from the Diocese of Salisbury website) 
 

 

The Pleasure of Poetry 
 
If poetry enchants and excites you, then you need to read 

this!  
 
Undoubtedly, William Shakespeare was one of the most 

successful playrights and poets our country has ever 
known. Many of you will have studied his plays, either at 

school or college; and subsequently you may have been 
inspired to write your own lines of poetry. And some of you 

will have enjoyed the open air performances staged on 
Brownsea Island every summer.  This year, we all have the 
opportunity to make a personal contribution to the play 

being performed this July. I received an email from Steve 
Annandale a little while ago, and this is what he wrote:   

 
‘I’m part of Brownsea Open Air Theatre, which has been 
staging traditional Shakespeare on Brownsea Island for 
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more than fifty years. This season we are performing ‘As 
You Like It’ and we need love poems. 
 

‘ As You Like It’ is a passionate, optimistic, open-hearted 
celebration of love, and that love is expressed most 

eloquently in poetry. In the play Orlando fills the Forest of 
Arden with poetic love letters written to his beloved 
Rosalind, and that is where we need help. We need as many 

expressions of love as we can get and would like as many 
people as possible to provide the words.  Might you and 

your poetry group send us some poems or indeed any 
expression of love you want to share? 
  

‘Our props team will hand write them onto letters to be 
used in the show. The cast will also use these messages as 

inspiration during rehearsals, making them part of the 
fabric of the show. Please might you share messages of love 
with us and help make ‘As You Like It’ a magical 

experience?’ 
 

I have asked the poetry group that I lead in Swanage to 
start thinking about the poems they would like to submit. 

And I invite any of you who feel inspired to contribute to the 
poetic love letters that will be a significant part of the play, 
to put pen to paper – or quill to computer!  Send in to me a 

love letter, or a celebration of love; your poems don’t need 
to be pages long! The length of a sonnet may provide a 

good guide. And the deadline for me to receive your entries, 
either written or emailed, is Sunday 23rd April – actually 
quite a significant date in poetry circles where they observe 

the anniversary of the Bard’s birthday! Do start thinking 
about how you could make a romantic contribution this year 

to a drama that is timeless. I look forward to receiving your 
wonderful words. Thank you, in advance. 
 

Revd Wendy Fellingham  
(Tel: 01202 707705   wendy.fellingham@btinternet.com )       

mailto:wendy.fellingham@btinternet.com
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  

Sunday 14th May - Saturday 20th May 

Our Christian Aid fund-raising events 

begin on Saturday 13th May with the sponsored walk. For 
this you can take in as much or as little of the 12-mile 

round trip from Sandbanks to Southbourne. Sponsor forms 
will be available shortly. A street collection from the ferry 
queue will take place on Saturday 13th and 20th May. 

 
 

 
 

DIOCESE OF SALISBURY 
 

SOUTH SUDAN APPEAL 
 

In South Sudan, some 3.4 million women, men and children 

are displaced from their homes. The economy has 
collapsed, malnutrition has soared and hunger has taken a 

firm hold. At least 100,000 are now facing starvation and a 
further 1 million in the country are on the brink of famine. 
The Diocese of Salisbury has been linked to what is now 

South Sudan for 44 years. We cannot do nothing and 
Bishop Nicholas is appealing to the Diocese for urgent help 

for our brothers and sisters.  The Diocese have a target of 
£50,000 and if you would like to donate to this appeal there 
will be an opportunity to do so either in church or direct to 

the Salisbury diocese via Andrew (14 Flaghead Road, 
Poole). 
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The monies raised will be given to Christian Aid’s crisis 
appeal for South Sudan so that we are part of a coordinated 
response where there is greatest need. 

 
 

 

CALENDAR FOR 

APRIL 

 
 

Sun 2         8.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.30 am  Parish Communion and  
Baptism of Edward (Teddy) 
Stephenson 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 
 

Wed 5 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 

Thurs 6 10.00 am  Parish Art Group  

  2.00 pm  Baby Group 
Fri 7 10.30 am  Coffee Morning in hall 

  5.00 pm  Lent Devotion 
Sat 8 11.00 am  Annual Meeting of the 

Church of the  

Transfiguration in the hall 
 
PALM SUNDAY 
 

Sun 9   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Matins with Baptism of  

Marcia Storey 
  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer and reading  

of Passion Gospel 

Wed 12 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

Thurs 13   2.00 pm  Baby Group    

  7.00 pm  Holy Communion for  
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Maundy Thursday 
Fri 14 12.00 pm  The Cross of Christ - a  

devotion for Good Friday 

Sat 15   6.00 pm  Service of Light and  
blessing of Easter baskets 

 
EASTER DAY 
 

Sun 16   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Parish Communion 
  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 
Wed 19 NO HOLY COMMUNION at St. Nicolas 

Thurs 20   2.00 pm  Baby Group 
Fri 21 10.30 am  Coffee Morning in hall 

 
EASTER 2 
 

Sun 23   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Matins 

  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 
 

Tues 25 10.00 am  Craft Group 
  2.30 pm  Memorial Service for John  

Newton 

Wed 26 10.30 am  Holy Communion at St. Nicolas 

Thurs 27 10.00 am  Parish Art Group    

          2.00 pm  Baby Group 
       4.00 pm  Magazine collation 
 
EASTER 3 
 

Sun 30   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
10.30 am  Parish Communion 

  6.00 pm  Joint Service of Choral 
Evensong at the Church of 
the Transfiguration 
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: 

The pre-fete meeting to discuss arrangements for the 
Summer Fete will take place on Wednesday 17th May at 
11.30 am in the hall.   

 
The Summer Fete this year is on Saturday 5th August. 

 

SUNDAY READINGS IN APRIL 
 

Sunday 2nd April - Lent 5 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Ezekiel 37.1-14 

The dry bones represent a disheartened Israel.  

 Ezekiel’s prophecies that its people must hear the 
 Lord’s word, receive the Spirit and live. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  Romans 8.6-11 
We should live not according to our sinful nature, but 
in the power of the Spirit. 

GOSPEL:  John 11.17.45 
Jesus comforts Martha and Mary and then raises 

Lazarus from the dead. 
 

Sunday 9th April - Palm Sunday 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 50.4-9 

The prophet has been given much help by the Lord to 

strengthen him in the face of adversity.  Thus he 
believes whoever condemns him will be destroyed. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  Matthew 21.1-11 
Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey with the crowds 
hailing him triumphantly as their saviour. 

 
Sunday 16th April - Easter Day 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 53.1-6 
The powerful words of Isaiah describing the suffering 
servant. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 10.34-43 
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Peter tells the disciples that God has sent a message 
through Jesus that those who believe in him will have 
their sins forgiven. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 28.1-10 
The resurrection as described by Matthew.  He is not 

here; he has risen! 
 
Sunday 23rd April - Easter 2 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Exodus 14.10-end 
Moses parts the Red Sea and leads the Israelites  

through the sea to dry land. 
NEW TESTAMENT:  John 20.19-end 

The other disciples tell Thomas they have seen Jesus 

but he doubts them.  When Jesus appears again this 
time Thomas sees him and believes. 
 

Sunday 30th April - Easter 3 
NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 2.36-41 

Peter tells the house of Israel ‘this Jesus whom you 

crucified God has made both Lord and Christ.  Repent 
and be baptised’.  Three thousand souls respond. 

NEW TESTAMENT:  1 Peter 1.17-23 
We are saved through the blood of Christ and are 

born again through him. 
GOSPEL:  Luke 24.13-35 

Two disciples meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus.  

They do not recognise Jesus until they share a meal 
with him and then he disappears from their sight. 

 

ADVANCE NOTICES: ANNUAL MEETING – The Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting is on Saturday 8 April at 11am 

at which the election of Churchwardens, Deanery Synod 
representatives and members of the Church Council will 

take place. We will also review our church finances and take 
the opportunity to discuss the direction of our Church life.  
Please be sure to be with us in the Church Hall on 

Saturday 8 April 2017 at 11am  
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 An event not to miss - the Churchwardens’ Soirée on 
Friday 9 June 6 - 8pm at 2 Firs Lane. All in aid of church 

funds - please book the date. All details in next month’s 
magazine! 

Why Easter will never go away 
 

How do you make sense of the Resurrection? Dead men 

don’t rise, so why believe that this particular dead man did 
rise? 
 

At the end of St Luke’s Gospel we read that: “they still did 
not believe it because of joy and amazement” (Luke 24.4). 

This is highly significant. The Gospels do not show us a 
group of disciples who were in a receptive frame of mind. 
After the crucifixion, they were in hiding, frightened and 

scattered. Then suddenly, they came out of hiding and were 
totally different; excited, joyful. By Pentecost they were 

confident, with one firm message: “You crucified Jesus, but 
God raised him up!”  

 
How did they know this? Because of experience. Some of 
them had visited the tomb of Jesus: it was empty. Others 

claimed to have seen and touched the risen Lord. Were they 
hallucinating? People can hallucinate in groups – when 

taking drugs, for example. But of course each one will see a 
different hallucination. But the disciples all saw the same 
thing. Or rather, the same person. Jesus. 

 
Were they lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death as a 

criminal. Perhaps they wanted to rescue His good name. So 
did they pretend they had seen Him? 
This theory has a big problem. Their preaching led them 

into trouble with the authorities. They were beaten and 
imprisoned and some of them killed. People will die for 

ideas and causes which they believe in passionately. But not 



 - 15 - 

for things they have made up. We might suffer for our 
convictions, we will not suffer for our inventions. 
 

What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That Jesus didn’t die on the 
cross, despite terrible wounds. He recovered in the tomb, 

and escaped. The disciples nursed Him back to health. But 
Roman soldiers knew when a man was dead; and there was 
the guard on the tomb. Also, the events which followed 

simply don’t fit. 
If the disciples had been hiding Jesus, they would have kept 

very low-key, and out of the way, so that the authorities did 
not come after him again. 
Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus from the dead 

– which is exactly what they did preach – would have been 
a lie. Beatings and threat of death would soon have 

loosened their tongues. Inventions crumble under pressure; 
convictions hold fast. 
 

Another reason for believing in the Resurrection is this: 
Jesus’ continuing impact. Thousands and soon millions of 

people in every generation since have shared an 
inescapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through life. 

Though unseen, they identify this presence as the Risen 
Lord. 
 

Sometimes this experience of meeting Jesus is gentle and 
fitful. Sometimes it is dramatic and life-changing. This 

reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus is not just an 
interesting historical puzzle. It is a vital present day reality. 
It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of the central 

Christian truths: death is dead; Jesus is alive; God is love. 
 

This central notion was captured, most movingly, by the 
great Albert Schweitzer: “He came to those men who knew 
Him not. He speaks to us the same word: ‘Follow thou me’, 

and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time. 
He commands. And to those who obey Him, whether they 
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be wise or simple, He will reveal himself in the toils, the 
conflicts, the suffering which they shall pass through in His 
fellowship, and, as ineffable mystery, they shall learn in 

their own experience who He is.” Have a joyful – and a 
challenging – Easter. 
 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH     

   Janet Gibbs 
 

Janet was born in Bushey, the eldest of 4 daughters, whose 
family lived in Stanmore. They moved to Elstree when she 

was 4 where she enjoyed a country childhood before 
leaving school at 18. She went to work at Kodak in Harrow 

where she met David when they both attended a course for 
junior staff. Being a large company, they might never have 
met but for this; as he worked in the research department 

and Janet worked in film sensitising. 
 

After they married, they lived in Harrow, later they moved 
to Tring with their son and baby daughter when David's 
position within Kodak was relocated to Hemel Hempstead. 

Janet stayed at home to bring up their children and always 
kept busy. She loved sewing, was a Brown Owl, President of 

her local WI, and even did a bit of waitressing on occasions. 
She accompanied David on many business trips to both the 
East and West USA as well as all over Europe. 

 
They kept a boat at Cobb's Quay and came down at 

weekends to sail and eventually bought a house in Poole. 
However, as David's company was in London, they lived 
with Janet's mother during the week for 4 years until David 

sold his company to the Americans and decided to retire. 
 

Aged about 24 Janet found that she was becoming "clumsy" 
walking into walls and doors, falling over low walls so she 
went to an optician who discovered that she had only 15 
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degrees field of vision instead of 180 and he sent her 
straight to the Radcliffe in Oxford. Janet was hoping to learn 
to drive but this was not now possible and her condition 

slowly got worse. She was diagnosed with retinitis  
pigmentosa which is inherited - but luckily both their 

children turned out not to have the gene. It was a shock to 
both of them about 10 years ago when the specialist said 
she should be registered blind. 

 
In 2002 they sold their 35ft yacht and spent many happy 

times touring Spain,Italy and France in their motor home. 
In 2011 they sold their house in Parkstone and bought a flat 
with the intention of buying a home in the South of France. 

Having packed the motorhome to go off searching for their 
idyllic home, David suffered a heart attack and had to have 

a quadruple bypass which put their plans on hold. 
 
However the following summer David researched French 

properties on-line a little closer to Cherbourg within a one 
day's drive, in the Charente Maritime - a warm and sunny 

part of France. The second house they looked at was perfect 
and with the family's blessing, they bought it. They now 

spend 180 days each year at this lovely house and their 
family(including 3 grandchildren) often come to visit them. 
 

They grow vegetables, have fruit trees and Janet is 
perfecting her French grammar from the neighbour next 

door who doesn't speak any English and they have become 
very much part of the local community. 
 

Janet copes very well with her increasingly poor eyesight 
and knows her way backwards around both homes. She is a 

member of Lilliput WI and both she and David are regular 
members of our congregation when not in France. 
 

Elizabeth Walker 
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Wildlife around the Parish 

 
Whilst walking along the promenade at Branksome beach 
early in the day I have noticed on many occasions sea gulls 
drinking from puddles. I wondered why? I realised that they 

needed fresh water to survive. Sea birds such as puffins 
and shearwaters that spend most of the year far out at sea 

rely on the water obtained from the metabolism of the fish 
they catch. 

The gulls we see every day scanning our gardens for food 
and possible nest sites are very territorial, and as soon as a 
buzzard appears they band together and attack it until it 

escapes back to Brownsea. 
We have a very clever male blackbird which has learnt how 

to obtain more dried meal worms from the 
feeder. He achieves this by flying at the 
feeder from the bird bath at great speed, 

hitting it and causing the contents to spill 
on to the lawn below, allowing him to eat 

many more. 
During the warmer spells in February, to our great surprise, 
we saw a red admiral butterfly feeding from the flowers of 

the daphne and at the same time a large black bumble bee. 
Both disappeared when the weather became cold again. 

Snowdrops have finished flowering and replaced by a carpet 
of daffodils both in our garden and along the roadside 
verges, this year has been exceptional for the flowering of 

the mimosa which we are so lucky to have around Poole 
both in private gardens and woodland. The wild trees, hazel 

and blackthorn (sloe), decorate the hedgerows. 
The first bird to sing this year was the song thrush. Its 
distinctive song can easily be recognised as it repeats each 

phrase. The robin in the background seems to sing most of 
the night and recently the blackbird has joined in with its 

beautiful warble. 
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During March our first summer migrants are the chiffchaff 
which is easily identified because its song is based on its 
name. A difficult bird to see as it lives in low scrub. The wild 

geese which have overwintered in and around the harbour 
are now in the process of returning to their nesting sites in 

Arctic Siberia. 
A few weeks ago on a clear evening we were fortunate to 
see the starling murmuration over Studland beach – a truly 

magnificent acrobatic spectacle. As the sky darkened the 
birds dropped down to roost in the willow trees behind the 

dunes. It was an experience to be remembered. 
 
Cedric Nielsen 

 
 

 

TO MAKE YOU SMILE ............ 
 

The taxi 
 
 

 
The passenger tapped the cab driver on the shoulder to ask 

him something. The driver screamed, lost control of the car, 
nearly hit a bus, went up on the pavement, and stopped 
inches from a department store window. For a second 

everything went quiet in the cab, then the driver said, ‘Look 
mate, don't ever do that again. You scared me half to 

death!’ 
 

The passenger apologized and said he hadn’t realized that 
just a little tap could scare him so much. The driver replied, 
‘You're right. I'm sorry. Really, it's not your fault. Today is 

my first day as a cab driver. I've been driving a hearse for 
25 years.’ 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
Baptisms 

 
5th March            Flynn Jacob Dziedzic 
12th March          Mia Stephanie-Amelia Orr 

 
Funerals 
 
23rd March        Fred (99) and Marion (95) Oldfield 

 

 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Sunday 2nd - Lent   No flowers 

Palm Sunday - Susanne King 
Easter Sunday - The Guild 
Sunday 23rd - The Guild 

Sunday 30th - Susanne King 
 

 
 
 

 
MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

 
The deadline for the May edition of the  

Church Magazine is 
Wednesday 19th April 2017 

 

 
 


